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Principal’s News
By Frances Haji-Ali

Kaya, I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which Clontarf Aboriginal College is situated,
the Whadjuk Noongar people. I pay my respects to the past and present leaders and acknowledge the privilege it
is to work with the future leaders here at the College. I would also like to acknowledge the elders of the lands that
all our students come from.
As the first formal newsletter of the year, I would like to take the opportunity to formally welcome all new students
and their families to the Clontarf Aboriginal College community. I thank you for trusting us in partnering with you
for the education of your children. The partnership between guardians and the college is an important one and
through open communication and a shared understanding of our college vision and values, students will achieve
many things while at the College. A warm welcome also to our new staff who have joined the school and boarding
teams.

Once again, this year we have returned to school faced with many challenges because
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Throughout the year schools will continue to be a source
of information sharing about key information related to the pandemic as required by
WA Health and as necessary by the College to keep you updated with what you need
to know. At times some of this information sharing has caused unnecessary alarm so
please read all information carefully.
Generally, there will be four types of information shared with parents/guardians:






General information regarding College procedures – either reminders or updates.
Information from WA Health regarding changes to requirements etc.

Notification that your child has been a close contact to a positive case at school.

Notification of a positive Covid case at our school whereby there has been no close contacts identified.

To help make you aware of the type of information that is being shared the bolded text above will be used as the
subject heading for correspondence. All schools have an important part to play in WA Health’s notification process
and any issue to isolate must be followed.
Parents/Guardians also have an important part to play in keeping our community safe by doing the following:

Inform the College if your child
tests positive with Covid-19
by calling (08) 9251 0666
(day or night)

Ensure your child isolates for 7
days if they have been identified
as a close contact to a positive
case.

Keep your child home if they
are unwell and get tested for
Covid-19.

Remind your child to wear their mask correctly – this would reduce their risk of becoming a close contact.
Our College contingency plan will ensure that students will have access to school work in the event that they are
not at school due to Covid isolation requirements.

Other changes that have occurred to due to the current restrictions include the change of our regular assemblies
from being whole school in the hall to virtual assemblies with our students ‘tuning in’ around the school. We
anticipate being able to share these with families so you can join us for these occasions no matter where you are.
More information on these will be shared soon.

We have also had to cancel all other whole school events, including our annual
community mass and new year, whole college smoking ceremony and Ash Wednesday
service. This year we acknowledged Ash Wednesday in year levels, led by Salvatore De
Luca. Ash Wednesday as the first day of Lent, the season of preparation for Easter.
Students were encouraged to have a personal check in with God and reflect on what
they can do during lent to improve the lives of others. During Lent we are encouraged
to pray, fast and give. Praying for peace in our world is particularly important at this
moment in time and Pope Francis urges all of us to pray for peace in Ukraine. Please
join us in praying the Australian Bishop’s Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine.

I regularly speak to the students about setting goals, as having clear goals makes it easier to stay focused. This is
the same for our staff. As a College, it is essential that we set clear and specific goals and that we reflect on these
throughout the year to ensure that we remain focused on our priorities. This year’s key goals from our College’s
Strategic Intentions are:
 Implementation of EALD progress maps and reporting.





Teachers will set clear goals and objectives with students and work with HOLA’s to develop relevant programs
that are holistic, cross-curricular and improve subject pedagogy.
We will continue to strengthen our engagement with our Aboriginal families, elders and our community and
seek feedback and input into College improvement.
Ensure professional accountability at all times through the development of a cyclical appraisal process related
to TRBWA and individual job descriptions.

Continue to action ‘Sharing our faith and culture” to provide our College community with a framework
through which to understand, experience and participate in the Gospel values of Jesus Christ and Aboriginal
Spirituality.

The beginning of the year also saw the extension of the Waalitj Foundation here at
Clontarf, with members of the Foundation now supporting all students. There are many
exciting things that will be happening in this space, and I look forward to seeing this partnership between the
College and Waalitj continue to grow. HOT OFF THE PRESS – West Coast Eagles will be commencing sessions at
Clontarf this Wednesday afternoon. These sessions will be for boys and girls and will initially have a football focus.
This focus may change with the different sporting seasons.
IMPORTANT REMINDER – FRIDAY 18th MARCH IS A PUPIL FREE DAY

Deputy Principal, Teaching & Learning
By Jennie Morley

The school year is now well underway, and it has been
wonderful to reconnect with existing students and families,
and also to warmly welcome all new members of our
College community. Students have settled well into their
new subjects and are actively engaging in all aspects of the
daily College routines.
The first round of OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy
Assessment) has just commenced; this is an important
assessment window completed by all Year 10-12 Australian
students. Preparations are also underway for Year 7 and
Year 9 NAPLAN testing as well as the Year 12 Externally Set
Task assessment.
Our highly valued Pastoral Care
programme delivery from Year 7-12 has
also now resumed. Based upon the
renowned Berry St Education Model, the
pastoral care programmes at Clontarf
are a core focus of our College
curriculum, targeting the social and

emotional growth of our students and their holistic
wellbeing. The focus for Term One is based upon student
development of their own personal ‘Ready to Learn Profile’
which will assist them in the recognition of their own
unique thoughts and feelings and how to manage these
emotions in a safe learning environment.

After-school Clubs has also recommenced with some
exciting new additions including Yoga and Gardening Club.
Cadets continues to thrive with its highest number of
participants yet last week. Clubs gives students the
opportunity to engage with College staff in a range of
interesting hobby pursuits whilst at the
same time building strong bonds with their
peers and educators.
Thank you to all our community for your
communication, feedback and support
and I look forward to continuing to share
with you our 2022 journey at Clontarf in
the coming months.

Deputy Principal, Boarding & Campus Ministry
By Salv De Luca

A great start to the year at Boarding and in Campus Ministry. It has been wonderful to
welcome returning and new students to Ngulla Mia. All students have settled in well learning
about the routines and processes of the Boarding House. It was great to welcome a number
of new families earlier in the Term who travelled to Perth with their children. I encourage
families to continue to be part of their child’s journey at Clontarf Aboriginal College and also
engage with the College Facebook page- Clontarf Aboriginal College, Waterford, W.A. and
the Ngulla Mia Boarding House Facebook page - Clontarf Ngulla Mia Boarding.

Term 1 sees the commencement of the liturgical season of Lent, a time of prayer, fasting and
kind almsgiving leading up to Easter. Students and staff participated in year group liturgies on
Ash Wednesday to mark the commencement of this important season. Throughout Lent the
students will have opportunities to participate in almsgiving with the traditional Clontarf Easter
Egg raffle and icy pole sales, with all funds raised going to Caritas’ Project Compassion. All
students have had their Christian Service-learning inductions and it is wonderful to note that
many students are already actively involving themselves in activities of service on and off
campus- well done to all!

In closing, I would like to congratulate the 2022 College Captains for an outstanding start to the year. The Captains have
already been very busy meeting weekly, spending time visiting classrooms and homerooms and working on a number of
initiatives.

Staff Profiles
Darri Stewart

Kia Ora! My name is Darri Stewart. I’m married and have one son who is six years old. I’ve lived in Perth for just over ten years
and am originally from New Zealand. In NZ, the iwi (tribes) I identify with are Ngati Apa (Mum’s side) from the Whanganui area
and Ngati Porou (Dad’s side) from the East coast of NZ. I’m the youngest of three children. We are very settled living here in
WA and now we have lots of family here that have moved to Perth too! I started at Clontarf in 2021 and my role at Clontarf is
Head of English and this year I teach the senior English classes (Year 11 and 12). I was at Mercy College for nine years and I also
taught in NZ for two years. In my spare time I enjoy anything to do with sport! I love playing netball and touch rugby. I’ve played
for the same netball club for the past 10 years. I also enjoy watching sports like netball and rugby league (go NSW blues!). I
also enjoy reading and listening to music. At Clontarf, the students are great, and I love that they are always up for a good
chat. I also enjoy encouraging students to try their best and celebrating their achievements or progress with them. I love that
Clontarf is so rich in culture. I enjoy learning about all the places the students come from and hearing about their own culture. I
also think we have a great staff here at Clontarf! Everyone is passionate about wanting the best for the students, no matter what
area of the school they work in.
Kelly Winmar

I’m a Noongar Yorga from Pingelly. I have a partner and four children. This is my first year at Clontarf Aboriginal
College and my role Aboriginal Teaching Assistant, based mainly in one of the Year 10 classes. Before working
at Clontarf, I previously worked in an Early Childhood Centre in Melbourne. I like working with the students
and supporting them in and out of the classroom. I also like where Clontarf is situated along the river and the
old buildings. I love spending time with my family, watching my kids play sport, going to the beach and
watching the sunset.
Fatupaito Peter Fatupaito

My name is Fatupaito Peter Fatupaito, and I am a Samoan man, born in Samoa and raised in New Zealand. I am from a family
of five and have been living in Australia for almost eight years now. I started at Clontarf in 2019 and very much enjoy working
with the students and staff of the College. My role at Clontarf is Year Co-Ordinator of Years 9 and 10 and also Art program coordinator, I have also taught R.E and English. Before working at Clontarf, I taught in Alice Springs for four years and NZ for five
years. In my spare time I enjoy spending time with family and friends, going to the cinemas, watching and playing any sport,
playing board games and travelling. I enjoy sports finding out more about different things in the world and going to church.

Junior School News

By Kellee Seden, Year 7/8 Coordinator

It has been wonderful to reconnect with existing students and warmly welcome all new Year 7 and Year 8 students
to our college community. We are pleased to introduce the Year 7/8 Homeroom Teaching Teams for 2022. Mr. Alan
Dingo is teaching Year 7/8.1, Mrs. Kavilyn Fisher and Mrs. Kellee Seden, supported by Ms. Marilyn Nundle will be
teaching Year 7/8.2, and Year 7/8.3 will be taught by Mrs. Dale Weston-Arnold, supported by Ms. Shaylee Jarmyn.
Families are encouraged to email or phone your child’s Homeroom Teacher anytime.

As part of the Clontarf Aboriginal College Engagement Program the Year 7 and Year 8 students, along with their
Homeroom Teachers, Aboriginal Teaching Assistants and Waalitj Staff, spent Monday 21st February at Coogee Beach
and Reserve. It was a wonderful opportunity for the students to get to know one another and bond as a group
through a series of activities. They also enjoyed a picnic lunch and a swim.

We were so proud to see several Year 7 and Year 8 students presented with certificates during our first College
assembly this year. Congratulations to Rosalyna Metcalf, Shyann Mayor, Nelly Melpi, Christian Hodgins, Michelle
Corbett and Clarence Humes-Cameron, who have displayed the College values of pride, respect, responsibility and
community through their actions at school. They have shown a strong work ethic in class, volunteered to assist
teachers and made new students feel welcome.

Class 10.2 Update

By Emily Wallis, Kelly Winmar & the students in 10.2

Class 10.2 have been busy over the first half
of Term 1. We have been learning about
many exciting new topics and have
enjoyed completing many practical
investigations.
In Science we have been learning about
DNA and genetics. The students built a
model of the DNA double Helix and
enjoyed watching live yeast cells replicate
under a microscope. They also enjoyed
using their practical skills in Maths class.
Students followed a recipe to demonstrate
their measurement skills to make play
dough. The task was challenging at first as
students had to balance the ratio of
ingredients to make sure their dough was
not too watery or too crumbly.

The students continued to demonstrate their
measurement skills this week by using
recycled bottles to create a water measuring
container. We had a competition with our
new measuring bottles to see who could
bottle flip and land their bottle with the most
amount of water still inside. Paul demolished
the rest of us after what seemed like a
promising start for Henry, Tavian, and Eric.
In Week 4 the entire Year 10 cohort went to
Coogee Beach for the Year 10 Engagement
Day. We spent the day playing team games,
swimming, and cooking a delicious BBQ. It
was great to get out of the classroom and
spent time together as a group.
Thank you to our Year Coordinator Peter for
organising the excursion. We all thoroughly
enjoyed such a lovely day out.

Year 9 Religious Education

By Christine McCafferty, Year 9 Teacher

Students in Christine’s Year 9 RE class wanted to learn more about what is
burnt on Ash Wednesday to make the ashes that are used. We found the palm
trees that were planted decades ago at Clontarf. Palms were important in
Bible times and the dates that we get from them were a special treat. Students
tried some dates. Some students liked them, especially Darren, and some
weren’t so sure.
Back in class, we followed instructions and made some little crosses out of the
palm leaves. Bernard and Alex were really good at it. Now when we see the
ashes, we know what it’s about. We also learned that the ashes remind us that
we should always remember that our lives are short, and it is important to live
in a way that leaves a positive impact.

Where are they now? Our ‘Where are they now?’ Facebook posts are up and running now! If you are, or know, a past Clontarf Aboriginal
College student who has graduated, get in contact with the College at alumni@clontarf.wa.edu.au as we’d love to hear from you and share
with the community the great things that you are doing!
CHECK OUT OUR OFFICIAL CLONTARF ABORIGINAL COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE!

Help us shape the Coode Street Foreshore
for your chance to win a $100 voucher*
The City of South Perth wants to hear from you!
The vision for the Coode Street Foreshore is to develop a better serviced family
recreational space with improved facilities including:
•
•
•

a choice of food and beverage outlets
a diversity of activities including an all ages and abilities playground
rowing, sailing, boat mooring, and water play.

Tell us how we can Shape the Coode Street Foreshore by completing the survey,
for a chance to win a $100 voucher*

There will be more stakeholder and community engagement, including activities
on Saturday 26 March, anytime between 10am-1pm at the Coode Street Foreshore.
Please come along!

Visit yoursay.southperth.wa.gov.au for more information

*see yoursay.southperth.wa.gov.au for terms and conditions

