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Principal’s News
By Frances Haji-Ali

As the second term draws to a close, I’d like to take the opportunity
to reflect on the positive community spirit that has been reflected
throughout the term. As a college that has such a widespread
community, developing and promoting the sense of community can
be difficult, however I am so proud of how our college is coming
together, both in person and in spirit and demonstrating what it
means to be part of the Clontarf Aboriginal College community.
Of particular notice has been the response we have seen from our
students regarding the inappropriate use of social media and dealing
with potential conflict with their peers. Students are standing up
against comments that reflect negatively on our community and
seeking support from adults to solve issues peacefully. This has
created a much safer learning environment and it has been great to
see students relaxed and enjoying the company of their classmates. I thank our families for supporting us and continue to
encourage you and your child to notify us if you have any concerns. It is much better to be proactive when dealing with issues
rather than reactive after an incident. The message we will continue to send out to all is that Clontarf Aboriginal College is a
safe place for everyone and any threats to this, both physical, emotional or verbal will not be tolerated.
We have enjoyed many engaging community focused activities throughout the term. A highlight of these was the Walk for
Reconciliation, one of the many activities held during Reconciliation Week. We also re-opened our community centre, Wanju
Moort after making a few changes to create a more welcoming, relaxed atmosphere and to provide a designated yarning space
for our community. Families are always welcome to spend some time with us in Wanju Moort. Simply pop in either before or
after school or come along to an assembly and stay for a ‘cuppa’. We would love to see you!
Our Family Day was a great success with many families joining us for the official
opening of Noongar Boonar Niran, lunch, and three-way interviews. The day
commenced with a Welcome to Country from Uncle Ben Taylor and Aunty
Mingli McGlade, before officially opening the garden, followed by a blessing of
the garden by Fr Sebastian. A shared community lunch prepared by our resident
caterers was well received before the interviews. These interviews were a
wonderful opportunity for families to meet their child’s teacher and receive an
update on their progress and for the students to receive some feedback about
their learning. For those not involved in the interviews, they had the opportunity
to participate in cultural games organised by the Waalitj Foundation. Thanks to
everyone for their efforts in making this such a special day for our college.
The return of RE Week brought a lot of excitement also as mentioned below in the Deputy’s article. Special thanks to Salvatore
De Luca and Teagan Pitman for co-ordinating this event.
It was a pleasure to host Jacqueline McGowan-Jones, Commissioner for Children & Young People at the College. As part of
the Commissioner’s Listening Tour, the Commissioner spoke to students about what they feel is important for their community
and encourages all young people to speak up about issues that are important to them.
The relaxing of Covid prevention measures has seen the return of our College masses, held in the chapel on the third Sunday
of the month. All community members are welcome to attend and join us for dinner at Ngulla Mia afterwards.
At the end of the term, we will bid farewell to three staff members. Peter Fatupaito, Christine McCafferty, and Adam Wallis. I
thank these staff for the service they have provided in their respective roles and wish them all well for their future endeavours.
God Bless.

Deputy Principal, Boarding & Campus Ministry
By Salv De Luca

Throughout Term Two, the boarding students at Ngulla Mia
have been encouraged to take on more responsibility and
learn new skills to develop independence. It has been great to
see the students responding positively to these opportunities
which include the new sign-in/out system, the weekend leave
request system and the late dinner request process. The
students have adapted well and are developing skills that they
can take with them into their future.

inclusivity for those with disabilities; Rick Ardon, from Channel
7 News, sharing his life and faith journey with faith-filled words
of wisdom for the students; Clontarf Aboriginal College
graduates and old boys Willie Rioli (Class of 2013) and Sam
Petrevski-Seton (Class of 2015) visiting and taking part in a Q
and A led by Aunty Jill Hill - both Willie and Sam spoke very
proudly of their time at the College and gave great advice for
all students to take with them!

In preparation for Term Three, could boarding families please
notify the College of any possible delays with the arrival of
your children for the start of Term Three. Travel itineraries
have been finalised and all families are reminded to check
their email accounts to ensure itineraries have been received.
Given the cold weather expected throughout Term Three, a
gentle reminder to ensure that warm clothing is packed.
In Week Seven, the College celebrated the long-awaited
return of Religious Education (R.E.) Week, which unfortunately
had to be paused during the COVID affected years of 2020
and 2021. R.E. Week is a much anticipated and highly enjoyed
fixture on the College calendar.

The aim of Religious Education Week is to celebrate Religious
Education and Campus Ministry and its broad diversity of
topics. The week was packed with exciting opportunities to
hear from wonderful guest speakers, enjoy fun activities and
competitions and celebrate who we are as a Catholic
Aboriginal College - our faith, spirituality and culture. The
diverse range of guest speakers included: Father Hong Pham
sharing his story through an awesome series of illusions and
tricks; Madi Heady, speaking about the importance of

The Year 11’s and the Year 12’s participated in a Vocations
Expo - with 18 guests from different areas, industries and
professions attending, with the students having the
opportunity to ask questions and find out all about the guests’
vocations; there was a lunchtime a musical gala which took
place in the Hall with the College Band putting on a great
show for all; and so much more in an awesome week for all!

The week, which had something for everyone, was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, and it was very pleasing to see the engagement
of the students with the speakers and activities. The feedback
from the visitors and presenters was overwhelmingly positive,
with all visitors commenting that they loved being part of R.E.
Week and engaging with our students.

Staff Profiles
EMILY WALLIS

My name is Emily Wallis, and I spent my childhood living on and off in country W.A. for my Dad’s work. We started in Tardun
due to my Grandparents on Dad’s side being from nearby Mullewa before moving to New Norcia, Northam, Bindoon and the
Perth Hills. Some of my hobbies include playing hockey, driving my ute, bushwalking, painting, propagating plants,
marinating olives and fixing stuff. I started at Clontarf Aboriginal College in January 2020 and this year am one of the Year 10
teachers as well as coaching and managing sports teams here at the College. Prior to teaching at Clontarf, I was at Lumen
Christi College in Gosnells and Nagle Catholic College in Geraldton. Clontarf to me is a place of healing- People here genuinely
care, look after each other and usually share their great senses of humour too. We spend a lot of time laughing while learning
together. I have a keen interest in wildflowers, delicious food, my dog Tessa, hockey, sports in general, art, the ocean, and
music.

SHAYLEE JARMYN

Hello, my name is Shaylee Jarmyn, and I am an Aboriginal Teaching Assistant at the College. I have been at the College since
February 2021. Prior to commencing at Clontarf, I worked at Seton Catholic College from 2017 to 2020. In my spare time I
really enjoy playing and coaching basketball. What I really enjoy about the College is the connection to culture that is present
as well as working with great colleagues and the overall school atmosphere!

SAM PARKER

My name is Sam Parker, and I am the Head of Mathematics at Clontarf Aboriginal College. I am also the OC of the Clontarf
Cadet Unit. I have been at Clontarf for almost 3 years, starting in 2019. Before coming to Clontarf, I was at Jolimont Primary
School. I like the diversity of students from all around Australia and the various cultures and interests they bring together. I
to spend a lot of time at the beach where I surf, paddle, swim for distance and run with my dog Franklin who is a Hungarian
Viszla. I also love learning! I listen to lots of Science podcasts, read lots of Economics books and enjoy learning new skills at
my local Surf Lifesaving Club.

Personal Connections to Places
By Adele Hall

The Year 9.1 students have been researching different places,
locations and countries that they feel a personal connection
to in Geography. They discussed how they feel connected to
different places that their families come from, holiday
locations, memorable locations, and places they dream of
visiting or that inspire them. Students found images that
represented each connection, to create a picture collage
using digital tools and programs.
In English, the class have been learning about descriptive

writing, focusing on emotive language using their senses to
add more detail to texts. The students then each wrote a
descriptive paragraph for each image. They each attempted
to use different creative elements to make their writing
engaging and interesting.
Finally, they put all elements together to create beautifully
presented and reflective posters about their personal
connections, using metallic pens and oil pastels to decorate.

Science

By Chris Lee

Physics was the focus in Term Two, with classes learning about Energy and the different
types of energy. Our Year 7 and 8’s learnt about the importance of potential energy and
its relationship to kinetic energy, using the real-world example of roller coasters to apply
their knowledge. We built our own desktop rollercoasters using Spacerails Coasters with
some students then translating this into a 3D model within Minecraft Education.
Our Year 9 and 10’s focused on heat and the changes energy undergoes as it works. The
group also looked at how we use heat to do work and the ways that it gets transferred.
Using this knowledge and the following topic on light energy and its transmission, we
explored the effects of colour as well as the historical use of animal skins as a way of
insulating oneself from the elements.
As part of Science and HASS, the Juniors went on an excursion to Scitech to attend a
presentation on the relationship between pressure and changes in state. They were also given the opportunity to roam freely
for over an hour, trying out the numerous exhibits on show. For most, it was their first time in such an environment, surrounded
by experiments and displays that explored concepts of Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Geology. Interestingly, many spent a
majority of their time exploring the exhibit on Forensic Sciences.

Woodwork update – Collapsible Table
By Scott Connery

Andrew is proudly showing off his completed occasional table. During the construction of this table,
Andrew has used the following skills:
Measuring

Marking out

Biscuit cutting

Assembling

Sanding

Shaping

Routing

Hand sanding

Finishing

Andrew was diligent in his approach to completing this project. He was attentive in class always arriving
on time, he followed all instructions and asked clarifying questions when unsure. The above skills and
the learning process Andrew has undertaken are experiences he can take into any situation.
Well done Andrew for completing your project to a very high standard, which is only shaded by
commitment and a willingness to learn.

Year Nine Engagement Day
By Nathan Pereira

The Year 9 students were lucky enough to have an amazing day out at Woodman Point Recreation Camp for their Engagement
Day. Engagement Days are great opportunities for the students to see each other and their teachers in a more relaxed setting
and build stronger relationships and greater trust in each other.
The students spent the day on the vertical roping course where they had to trust their peers to keep them safe as they climbed
different challenges in the climbing tower. They also spent time completing team building challenges which required creativity
and teamwork to succeed. The Year 9’s were outstanding, and it was great to see them at their very best.

Curtin University Visit

By Aaron Semmens & Darri Stewart

On Tuesday 31st May, a group of Year 11 and 12 students went on a campus
tour to experience life at Curtin University. We were invited to participate in
STEM and Art activities, along with meeting the team at the Aboriginal Studies
Unit. We also had a delicious lunch of our choice from the university cafeteria.
The students had a great day, were exceptionally well behaved, and received
a lot of information about life at university.

A big thank you to Lauren and Erin from the AHEAD program who were our
tour guides for the day.
The Curtin AHEAD program includes a range of exciting activities and tailored
assistance for school students and community members, including on-campus
experiences, camps, school-based workshops, and mentoring. These activities
raise awareness of higher education and help participants to develop the social
and academic skills they need to pursue a learning pathway.

Year 7/8 Civics & Citizen Program and Posters
By Christine McCafferty

My HASS Year 7/8’s went on an exciting political journey from
being learners – to movers and shakers. Term 2 coincided
with Reconciliation Week and a Federal Election so we could
not have had more happening in the real world to add to our
class learning.
We were inspired by Jandamarra and his fight for his land,
and learned about the Wave Hill Walk Off, led by Vincent
Lingiari. We then learned about Eddie Mabo and his court
victory that led to more Indigenous peoples winning land
rights. We made a poster about this for the school. Next, we
learned about the 1967 referendum win for Aboriginal
people’s right to vote. In terms of the future, we learned

about the Uluru Statement from the Heart, which seeks
further representation in parliament.
Learning about the three levels of government helped us
understand the services they are meant to provide to people.
In English we were learning how to persuade and about cause
and effect… If you vote for me, then….
All this knowledge and inspiration led to each of our students
being ready to come up with an idea to change our country,
and then create a poster to promote that idea. We are sure
that you will love the simple but powerful posters as much as
we enjoyed making them.

By Shakia
By Esther

By Christian

By Shyann

Pastoral Care

By Terri, Vanya and Joseph

This term the team have spent time building relationships with
all the students. As we get to know the students, we love
hearing their stories from home and this helps the students to
continue to feel the connection to home and supports their
wellbeing.
Alongside external organisations we are facilitating two
pastoral groups for the students. A group of Year 11’s and
12’s are involved in a Healthy Relationships Group. This is a
new group which promotes discussion about expectations of
healthy relationships.
In last week’s session, the students took part in a virtual reality
exercise which led to a discussion about peer pressure and the
importance of peer support. We are looking forward to the
group continuing next term.
The other group is facilitated by Aboriginal counsellors from
Palmerston and the students are learning about the impact of
drugs and alcohol. This knowledge contributes to informed
decision-making skills the students can carry forward into
their lives.

Next term our Juniors will be participating in the Strong
Deadly Futures Program. This culturally inclusive program
combines illustrated story lines with interactive classroom
activities in an educational drug and alcohol program for
Aboriginal students. Incorporating cultural strengths, the
program focusses on empowerment of the students. There is
more information in the following link:

We hope everyone enjoys a peaceful break from school and
takes care of themselves and each other over the holidays.
Remember to check in with family and friends and we look
forward to seeing you all back for Term 3.
National Indigenous Critical Response Team – 1800 805 801
Kids Helpline – 1800 551 800
13YARN - 13 92 76

Lifeline – 131114 – www.lifeline.org.au

Beyond Blue – 1300 224 636 – www.beyondblue.org.au

By Jenna Cooper
‘Standing Tall and Proud’ has been the theme for the last five weeks of Term 2. The Waalitj
Foundation in-class sessions have been focusing on self-care, self-confidence, self-reliance
and building resilience. This theme has been teaching our participants how to identify who
they are, their desired future and how to become a strong and confident person.
The senior students have been looking at future employment with our ‘Deadly Futures’
program. A group of about 40 Year 11 and 12 students attended an employment
information session at Waalitj Foundations Head Office with over 15 employment and
trainee/apprenticeship employment agencies. Each student got to meet and talk about
the options in which the employment agency’s offer. It was a fantastic day, and we were
very proud to see the students engaging with excellent questions.
‘West Coast Eagles Wednesday’ is still a big hit on Wednesday afternoons,
however, instead of training with West Coast Eagles the students have been
designing artwork for football boots, with the assistance of the Eagles players.
West Coast Eagles and WAFL players will wear these boots during NADIOC week
football games. The students are now finished with the designs and are painting
the boots. Families keep your eyes out you might see a West Coast Eagle player
wearing boots designed and painted by our students!
We have had an excellent Term 2 and hope all our students have a well-deserved
break!

See you all in Term 3! �

Where are they now? Our ‘Where are they now?’ Facebook posts are up and running now! If you are, or know, a past Clontarf Aboriginal College
student who has graduated, get in contact with the College at alumni@clontarf.wa.edu.au as we’d love to hear from you and share with the community
the great things that you are doing!

CHECK OUT OUR OFFICIAL CLONTARF ABORIGINAL COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE!

