
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s News 
By Frances Haji-Ali 

Kaya!  I trust this edition of the College newsletter finds our community well as we approach the halfway point in the term.  A 
warm Clontarf welcome to Mr Nathan Pereira who joins the College Leadership Team as the Year 9/10 Coordinator and Mr 
Lindsay Bates who joins the team in Trade Training as a Trades Assistant.  Both gentlemen bring a wealth of experience in their 
respective roles.  

There has been a very positive energy in the College and throughout the busy few weeks 
there have been many opportunities for the students to reflect our college values of respect, 
responsibility, community and pride.  Of particular note is the respect that students have 
been showing to one another as they have been building strong connections with one 
another.  Students acting responsibly at school, in boarding and online 
plays an important part in creating and maintaining a safe learning 
environment which continues to be a priority for us. From time to time 
we have been aware of social media accounts that are designed to 
project a negative image of our college and/or our students and staff.  

These misguided accounts are often created by people who are not members of our college and brought 
to our attention by students who do not want the College to be reflected in a negative way.  I applaud our 
students for the responsibility they are taking to help us stamp such accounts out.  I ask families to speak 
to their children about the importance of not following or commenting on such pages, to do so is not in 
line with our College Code of Conduct and would result in consequences for those involved.  We can all 
stand up against such pages by reporting them to the social media platform them are located on.  
 

As a College we commemorated ANZAC Day with a moving service which 
reflected on the sacrifice that was made for our country with a particular 
focus on the contribution of Aboriginal servicemen.  We were joined by 
Nathan Hansen who spoke about his family members who were ANZACs, 
Lieutenant Edwards from the 51 ACU Swan Regiment Drum and Pipes 
who played the bagpipes and bugle, and members of the Pilbara 
Regiment who have been supporting our Cadets throughout the past two 
years. Thank you to Sam Parker and Terri Golding for coordinating this 
community event. 
 

Another important community event that was held this week was the Walk for Reconciliation.  All 
members of the College walked in unity to the Waterford shops as a sign of our commitment to 
reconciliation in this country.  We were privileged to have a guest speaker, Mr Jim Morrison attend 
our assembly on Wednesday to deepen the students and staff’s understanding of past Government 
policies and the impact these had on the Stolen Generation and continues to have on many families 
today.  His message of truth, justice and healing left us with a lot to contemplate.  We also joined the 
virtual commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Bringing Them Home Report – streamed from 
Wellington Square and then created our own Sea of Hands which the students have made during 
yarning sessions.  Students have also been reflecting on the theme of this year’s Reconciliation Week, 
Be Brave Make Change and considered what this means to them and how they can make a positive 
change in their lives. Special thanks to Aunty Jill for her leadership and other members of the GECKOS 
Team who provide the College with cultural guidance. 

 

Edmund Rice Day was a special celebration of our patron. The day commenced with mass, followed 
by a special celebration cake at morning tea and games and quizzes.  Many thanks to Salvatore De 
Luca for co-ordinating this event. 
We have had students represent the College with pride at basketball, football, and netball 
competitions.  They are to be congratulated on their sportsmanship and teamwork.  Thank you to 
the staff who give of their time and expertise to create opportunities for our students. 
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We look forward to seeing as many guardians as possible attend our upcoming Community Day to be held next Friday 
commencing at 11:30am.  This is an opportunity for guardians to meet their child’s teachers to discuss their progress.  Please 
see the invitation attached to this newsletter with the details of what is happening on this day. 
 

Whilst Covid continues to present challenges to the community it has been pleasing to see the students’ commitment to their 
learning.  In Term One all schools underwent a ventilation report.  From this it was recommended that we install air purifiers to 
various areas of the College, including student bedrooms in Ngulla Mia.  Whilst this resulted in a delay in the return of some of 
our boarders at the start of term, we are committed in providing a safe living and learning environment for everyone.  Thank 
you to all our families for your continued support in allowing this to happen.  Please ensure if your child is considered a close 
contact to anyone with covid they must report a negative test 
result on the College’s self-reporting portal available on the 
College’s website prior to arriving to school and must wear a mask 
to school for the seven days following being identified as a close 
contact.  If you have any questions regarding the requirements, 
please do not hesitate to ask.  Last week each metropolitan student 
received a box of 20 RATs courtesy of the Education Department.  
If your child was away and did not receive theirs, please contact 
reception. 
 

Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) have introduced a new team to support families of boarding students throughout 
the state.  Members of the newly formed Transition Support Team will be based in Warmun, Broome and Geraldton and support 
families and students in various ways including navigating the Abstudy process, supervising students as they transit through 
regional airports, assisting families to complete enrolment applications and liaising between schools and families.  We welcome 
the continued support provided by CEWA and look forward to working closely with this team. 
 

In the spirit of reconciliation, may we continue to work together for a better future. 
 

God Bless. 
 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Principal, Boarding & Campus Ministry 
By Salv De Luca 
 

Edmund Rice lived over 200 years ago and at Clontarf Aboriginal College we carry on his legacy 
in everything we do! Edmund Rice Day is a way that as a College we remember and celebrate 
Edmund Rice. This year Edmund Rice Day was celebrated on Friday 13 May. That morning the 
Year 7-9s attended their Liturgy and then participated in fun House activities. The Year 10-12s 
learnt about Edmund Rice Camps for Kids from a guest speaker and then attended a lovely 
Mass, showing great respect throughout. At morning tea there was a delightfully sweet and 
tasty Cake Stall and all proceeds went to Project Compassion. After this, students participated 
in a competitive online Edmund Rice quiz and then completed Christian Service-Learning 
activities. A delicious community lunch was held in the main quad followed by a big Community lunch in the main quad! To 
finish the day off, the Easter Raffle, Commendations Raffles and Clontarf ‘The Price is Right’ took place in the Hall before novelty 
fun games were played to end the day. 
 

Looking forward for the remainder of the term, we look forward to celebrating the annual R.E. Week in Week 7 (June 7 to 10), a 
weeklong celebration of Campus Ministry and the Religious Education learning area with guest speakers, competitions, and 
awesome diverse learning experiences throughout.  
 

It’s been a great start to Term Two in our Ngulla Mia Boarding House. It is very pleasing 
to see the Boarding students taking up the many activities available to them at Ngulla 
Mia Boarding House, on and off campus- including afterschool fitness clubs, excursions 
and community sports. National Boarding Week, a week celebrating Boarding schools 
around Australia, was held in Week Four. The week started with Sunday Mass and a special 
Boarding Week cake. Throughout the week competitions were held, and special feature 
activities took place. The week concluded with a pizza lunch!  
 

On Friday June the 3rd of June, we look forward to welcoming our families and friends to 
the College for the Annual College Family Day, an opportunity to see the wonderful work and efforts that the students are 
participating in at the College. For further information, please contact the College Reception on (08) 9251 0666. 
 



Deputy Principal, Teaching & Learning 
By Jennie Morley 
 

Term Two has been a very busy time so far – our Year Seven and Year Nine students have recently completed their NAPLAN 
testing and the Year Twelve’s have also just finalised their Externally Set Task exam.  OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy 
Assessment) results were recently released, and we would like to congratulate the many Year Ten-Twelve students who put so 
much effort into these important national benchmarks of assessment.  Well done to all participants!  Our senior students 
commenced their Semester Two studies at the beginning of this term and Year Twelve’s are rapidly moving towards the 

completion of their education at Clontarf Aboriginal College.  We will continue to liaise between parent, 
guardians and students to ensure you are kept fully informed of their progress and to plan their post-
Year 12 pathways. 
 

As always, we continue to seek out new and creative opportunities for our students to engage in cross 
curricular Aboriginal perspectives within all learning areas.  Recently some of our students joined Mr 
Quenten Bruce of the Baarda Corporation in Cable Beach, Professor Beatty, Professor Ravi and Dr Alan 
Cottingham from the government sector and Curtin University to look at strategies to eradicate invasive 
fish species in the Swan River at our doorstep.  The initiative aims to introduce native pygmy perch, 
rainbow minnows and marron to the freshwater stream and pond, and then monitor and continue to 

balance and adopt the native ecology and we look forward to playing an active role in this partnership over the coming months 
and years.   
 

We also recently had the opportunity to meet Auntie Leonie from the WA Boomerang Throwing Association 
and try our hand at throwing boomerangs on the oval.  We look forward to building this relationship further 
with discussions surrounding a 2-17 year old’s Boomerang school competition going as well as possibly 
hosting the State Boomerang Sports Championship in August. 
 

In the spirit of competition, the recent Project Compassion Easter basket raffle was a highly 
sought after prize and it was great to see the spirit with which many staff and students competed for the Easter 
eggs, as well as donated or purchased cakes on Edmund Rice Day. 
 

We look forward to meeting with you at our upcoming Family Day on Friday 3rd June where you are welcome 
to meet your child’s teachers, discuss their progress and tour the College. 
 

 

 

 
 

Staff Profiles 
 

ELIJAH ANTULOV-MORTENSEN 
Elijah started working at Ngulla Mia in 2013. Elijah’s highlights include having a student design the Indigenous jumper for 
Applecross Football Club and seeing the students graduate. Away from Ngulla Mia Elijah enjoys fishing, AFL, camping and being 
in nature. Elijah says, “I like seeing the students develop their gifts and skills and become great young men and women”. 
 
 
 

ADELE HALL 
Hello, my name is Adele Hall. I was born and raised in Perth, and I love to take road trips up and down the coastline, especially to 
Dunsborough to visit my older sister. I am very close with my family and enjoy taking my dog, Sullivan, down to the beach most 
days. I am new to working at Clontarf this year and am loving teaching Year 9. I have been teaching in a primary school in 
Scarborough for the last 5 years. I wanted to work at Clontarf as I came to the school in 2015 to work with the Year 10 students 
on the Book Project. I had a great time working with those students and the experience inspired me to work in Indigenous 
Education. Clontarf has an amazing community, and I love getting to know all the students here and hearing their stories. It is a 
privilege to work at Clontarf, where I get to learn more each day, as I work with the students to achieve their goals. 

 

NATHAN PEREIRA 
Hi, my name is Nathan Pereira. I’ve lived in Perth almost my entire life (except for a year spent working and living in London and 
mainland Europe). Both of my parents are Sri Lankan and I have an older brother who works for King’s Park keeping it looking 
as beautiful as it does. We also have a huge extended family which makes for chaotic, but entertaining family functions. I’ve 
worked in a random variety of industries over the years as a paintball referee, a tour guide in Europe, selling men’s suits and a 
few others in there as well!  Over the years I’ve worked at Mercy College (2010-2013 & 2015), City of London Boys School (2014) 
and Prendiville Catholic College (2016-2022). I have recently started at Clontarf Aboriginal College, and I am the Year Co-Ordinator 
of Years 9 and 10. The incredible sense of community here at the College really stands out, everyone is dedicated to helping each 
other achieve their goals. I spend a lot of time with my family and friends and following a lot of injuries I switched from martial 
arts to bushwalks. I’m also a life-long fan of all things ‘nerdy’ from documentaries to video games to Star Wars to Marvel and 
everything in between. I love having a chat about anything under the sun so don’t hesitate to stop me and say hi. 



New iPads in the Literacy Centre (Birak Kadadjiny Mia) 
By Maria Valli, Literacy Coordinator 
 

This term we rolled out our new iPads into the Literacy Centre and both 
teachers and students have been trialing the many new apps available 
as well as students creating and producing work. 
 

Classes in the Literacy Centre have been engaging and all students from 
Years 7-12 are enjoying the devices as an aide to their learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Junior Football Season off to a Great Start 
By Dale Weston-Arnold 
 

The Year 8/9 football team competed in their first game last Thursday on the 
Clontarf Oval. While the final score was Clontarf 34 to Belmont 60, our boys 
showed some excellent skills. 
 

Coach Dale Kickett, selected Cassius Wall as ‘Man of the Match’ and Tyson, 
Tyrell and Dion Hawke along with Vaughn and Dwayne Hayward made an 
impact on the scoreboard. 
 

Well done boys, we are looking forward to seeing what you can do next week 
against Saint Norbert’s. 
 
 
 
 

 
Netball Carnival – Tuesday 24th May 
By Darri Stewart 
 

We had two teams participate in this 
year’s School Sport WA South Zone 
Netball Carnival – a Middle Division 
team (Year 8-10) and a Senior Division 
team (Year 11-12). 
 

With around 8-10 players in each team, 
we had plenty of interest from the 
students.  Throughout the day each 
team had a few wins, a few losses and a 

draw.  The girls showed superb skills 
and determination throughout each 
game, especially against some tough 
competition. 
 

Both teams should feel very proud of 
their efforts and the way they 
represented Clontarf Aboriginal 
College.  The way they were eager to 
participate, and how they interacted 

with the opposition and the umpires, 
was exceptional!  The students certainly 
demonstrated our college values of 
Pride and Respect! 
 

A big thank you to all staff that 
attended to help, support, team 
manage and coach these students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CHECK OUT OUR OFFICIAL CLONTARF ABORIGINAL COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE!  

Clontarf Army Cadets 2022 
By Sam Parker 
 

Clontarf Aboriginal College Army Cadet Unit (CACACU) is still moving forward in leaps and 
bounds throughout 2022. The first event of Term 2 was the whole school ANZAC day 
ceremony where the cadets where able to participate alongside Australian Defense Force 
members from the Pilbara Regiment. It was a wonderful ceremony and it put into action the 
drill and respect the cadets have been training for over the term. 
 

In other extremely exciting news, CACACU has had its first promotion. 
Ricci Marks has been promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal. This 
promotion is due to the maturity and leadership Ricci has shown over the previous two years within the 
unit. He has started the next step in his journey, and we look forward to seeing Ricci continue to grow 
and help build the unit through his leadership. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

By Jenna Cooper & Mark Riches 
 

The DSG girls at Clontarf flourish when we run our connecting to culture 
sessions, so we have been busy embedding culture into our DSG sessions. Some 
of the things we have learnt about in Term 2 are, Aboriginal History Timeline, 
Safe Relationships and Making Safe and Informed Decisions. The girls are 
currently making Reconciliation posters in preparation for our Walk of 
Reconciliation in Week 5. We’ve shared plenty of yarns and laughs so far in Term 
2 and are excited for the year ahead. 
 

The Waalitj Boys have been focusing on leadership and personal accountability 
in Term 2.  The lessons have included understanding what it takes to be a leader 
in school, home, and community. A focus has been getting the boys to 
understand their personal strengths and how they can use those attributes to 
help others. The accountability-based lessons have taught the boys ownership 
and respect for the Waalitj Room as well as how to better their classroom 
behaviour.  Each lesson finishes with some sport, or games and the boys have 
been very engaged and participatory.  
 

Both the boys and girls have been up to some great individual things at Clontarf, however we are grateful that we can come, 
together as one, for activities such as ‘Wednesday After School Sport’ supported by the Waalitj Foundation. This entails 
representatives from West Coast Eagles to come and run football sessions with students every Wednesday.  The Year 11 DSG 
girls and Year 11 Waalitj boys also joined together to learn about their legal rights when coming into contact with the police.  
This involved a Lawyer from ALS (Aboriginal Legal Services) coming to Clontarf, holding a presentation and yarning session.  We 
have also seen an increase in the amount of DSG girls using the boys Waalitj room, as we focus on unity of the programs, which 
has been a big success.  We’ve had some amazing opportunities already this term and look forward to seeing the success our 
participants will achieve in the near future.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Where are they now? Our ‘Where are they now?’ Facebook posts are up and running now! If you are, or know, a past Clontarf Aboriginal College 
student who has graduated, get in contact with the College at alumni@clontarf.wa.edu.au as we’d love to hear from you and share with the community 
the great things that you are doing! 
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