
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s News 
By Frances Haji-Ali 

Kaya! Wanjoo – Welcome to Term Three, how fast this year is going by!  A warm Clontarf Aboriginal College welcome to those new students, 
families and staff who have joined our community this semester, you are most welcome, and we are glad you have chosen to be part of this 
wonderful community.  With the way in which the time seems to by passing by so quickly it is a reminder to us not to waste a single moment, 
and in the spirit of this year’s NAIDOC theme – to Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!  I encourage our students to make the most of the opportunities 
that are provided to them at the College and to be fully emersed in all that the College has to offer. 
 

Over the past few weeks, the media has highlighted the many triumphs and challenges of the athletes participating at the recent 
Commonwealth Games.  They are often described as heroes of our nation, a title they receive as they portray the attributes of someone we 
could aspire to – attributes such as determination, commitment, courage, and dedication to name a few.  I also encourage us to look for 
heroes, people we can look up to off the sporting field, including in our College community and homes.  Who are those people that inspire us 
right here each and every day?  Our church also celebrates ‘heroes’ in our history and two inspirational women that we have celebrated recently 
are St Mary of the Cross MacKillop – Australia’s first saint and St Mary, the mother of Jesus whose life’s commitment to God continues to be 
an inspiration to us all.  Both these women faced extraordinary challenges in their lives and committed their lives to God and the service to 
others.  We celebrated mass as a community on Monday in recognition of the Feast of the Assumption – thank you to the RE Team and Fr 
Sebastian for leading this celebration. 
 

Recent NAIDOC celebrations also provided a time to recognise the proud history of Aboriginal people in our communities who have and 
continue to, get up, stand up and show up to make a positive change in society.  Getting up, standing up and showing up can take many forms.  
Students were reminded that every day that they come to school, try something new, 
stand up for someone who needs some support they are making a difference and 
they can be that hero or inspiration to someone else.  As a College we celebrated the 
NAIDOC theme through storytelling, art, music, dance and of course some friendly 
rivalry between staff and students on the volleyball court.  What was evident to all on 
this day was the positive sense of community that exists at Clontarf as everyone 
participated in the activities that were organised by our GECKOS Team for us to enjoy.  
The highlight of the day for me was seeing the joy and pride on the faces of students 
as three of our students joined in the performance from the Wesley Moorditj Dancers 
and the laughter and fun later in the afternoon as our male and female students 
challenged each other to a ‘dance off’ to the tune of Wipe Out played by the College 
band.  I am filled with pride to see our students feeling so comfortable here that they 
can enjoy moments like this and truly be themselves.  Thank you to Aunty Jill for your 
continued leadership and other members of our GECKOS Team for facilitating this 
special day for us all!  
 

Two leaders in the community who have stood up for change are our good neighbours 
and friends Robert and Selina Eggington from Dumbartung Aboriginal Corporation.  Last 
Friday our Year 11 students spent the day with Robert and Selina and listened to stories 
of the impact past government policies has had on many Indigenous families, particularly 
the Stolen Generation and how they have supported many people over the years in their 
work.  They encouraged our students as they become leaders in our College and their 
community to stand up for each other and for what is right and reinforced the importance 
of education in being agents of change.   Later in the day they created some beautiful 
artwork learning the techniques of using both water colour and acrylic paints, it is evident 

that there is a lot of talent here!  Thank you to Robert and Selina for giving of your time for our students!  
 

The start of the term has had a strong focus on Campus Ministry with all students participating in retreats with their peers.  The College retreat 
program leads students in Years 7-11 engaging with Catholic Youth Ministry to explore topics related to self and their relationship with God 
and culminates with the two-night Year 12 Retreat, held in Roelands.  Thank you to Salvatore De Luca for coordinating this program and the 
staff that gave of their time for the students. 
 

Three of our students recently received the Sacrament of Confirmation – prepared by Aunty Donella Brown, Sister Helen Ockerby and Amber.  
It was nice to share this special time with Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and we are appreciative of their ongoing support of our students. 
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As we know, schools are preparing students for the world beyond the school.  Like any aspect of society, we are faced with challenges.  One 
such challenge that has been evident in our College lately is vaping.  Vaping is, like smoking illegal for anyone under the age of 18 and not 
permitted on school grounds or the wider Clontarf Campus.  Apart from the legalities of vaping there are many hidden health dangers 
associated with this.  Although marketed as a better alternative to cigarette smoking, vaping can lead to many health issues as a result of 
inhaling chemicals and moisture into your lungs.  Like many schools around the country, we need family support to stop vaping in our school.  
I urge families to speak with their children about the health risks, be aware of what your child is bringing to school and ensure that they are 
not getting access to vapes through older friends or family members.  Ngulla Mia boarding staff are reinforcing this message with our boarding 
students also.  Students who use or supply vapes to others will have consequences in line with the College Managing Student Behaviour 
procedures. 
 

At the beginning of the term we welcomed two new members to the teaching team. Ms Sophie Mullins commenced as our new Year 11 and 
12 Year Co-ordinator and Ms Felicity Byres will be teaching students in various year levels.  Last week we farewelled Ms Renae Gracie who has 
commenced a new role in the mining industry.  Renae had been with our College for almost nine years in various roles, most recently as our 
Attendance Officer.  I thank Renae for her dedication to our College and wish her well for her future endeavours.  This week we welcome two 
new staff members to the team.  Mrs Tania Kays will join our Administration Team as our Attendance Officer and Ms Alinta Dewar will join our 
Student Services Team supporting our boarding students to attend appointments and assisting in classrooms where needed.  Please make 
these women feel welcome! 
 

Once again the State Government will be supplying free RATS to families.  Once these arrive to us we will distribute to families.  Please 
remember if anyone in your household has Covid or your child is an identified close contact to someone who has Covid they must present a 
negative RAT prior to coming to school and wear a mask.  Thank you for your ongoing support to ensure we are making our College as safe 
as possible. 
 

A reminder that as advertised in the Term Planner - this Friday 26th August is a pupil free day.  Boarding students will be able to sign out from 
Thursday afternoon for a long weekend. 
 

God Bless. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deputy Principal, Teaching and Learning 
By Jen Morley 
Despite the wet weather, our students continue to grow in leaps 
and bounds academically, socially and emotionally.  The 
curriculum offered at the College is carefully structured to support 
the learning needs of the child as an individual.  Programmes of 
Study for Year 7-12 students are delivered according to the 
Western Australian School of Curriculum Standards Authority 
(SCSA) and carefully delivered to ensure that each child is 
progressing along the learning continuum at their own personal 
level of skill and development.   
 

Commencing in Semester 2, English as an Additional Language or 
Dialect (EAL/D) is now being formally delivered to all Year 7-10 
students.  EAL/D learners are those whose first language is a 
language or dialect other than Standard Australian English (SAE), 
which is the variety of spoken and written English used formally 
in Australian schools. Measurement of learning is based upon 
student movement along the EALD/D progress map in the four 
language modes of Listening, Speaking, Reading/Viewing, and 
Writing.  This progress will be carefully documented by our 
teachers and provided to you as qualitative and quantitative 
feedback in our ‘new look’ Semester Two Academic Report at the 
end of the year. 
 

A very important part of this progression is consistent daily 
attendance to ensure that each child is continuing to build upon 
existing knowledge and skills throughout the year.  Engagement 
in learning activities is also far more successful when a regular 
routine has been established and the student has had the 
opportunity to build healthy relationships with peers and staff.  I 
would like to encourage all students to continue to push 
themselves to attend school each day, even when it is cold and 

wet.  Their efforts do not go unnoticed, and we highly value the 
priority our families place upon getting our students to school 
every day.   
 

This is also an exciting time for our Year 11 and 12 students, who 
are preparing for post-secondary educations and careers.  The 
Year 11 cohort in particular have demonstrated an exemplary 
work ethic, and many students are to be commended for the 
exceptionally high standard of workplace, training and classroom 
engagement they have demonstrated. Our senior Mathematics, 
Aboriginal & Intercultural Studies and Religion & Life courses 
have all been academically moderated by representatives from 
SCSA over the last few weeks, with very positive feedback 
regarding our senior students’ level of achievement in Year 12.  I 
would like to thank their teachers Ms Teagan Pitman, Mr Scott 
Connery, Mr Sam Parker and Mr Alan Dingo for the extensive 
preparation they have put into these important state-wide 
grading reviews.  
 

The long-awaited Graduation Day is finally in sight for our Year 
12 students, and we continue to prepare them in every way 
possible as they face their last few months as secondary students.  
Although this is daunting for some, we greatly appreciate your 
ongoing support and encouragement as they face this final leg of 
their secondary journey.    
 

On behalf of all our teachers and staff, I would like to thank all 
members of the Clontarf parent/community body for your 
ongoing support, communication and highly valued relationships 
with the College.   



Deputy Principal, Boarding & Campus Ministry 
By Salv De Luca 
This year has flown past and we are at the halfway point of Term Three already! I’d like to say a very big thank you to Ngulla Mia 
Boarding Administration Assistant, Loretta Moody, for the mountain work of undertaken to co-ordinate and organise student and 
chaperone travel. Boarding families, please continue to provide as much notice as possible for any changes to travel bookings, in 
particular with the upcoming end of Term Three and start of Term Four travel. Year 12 Boarding families, you will have received the 
online link to complete RSVP for the Graduation Week events coming up in Term Four. Please ensure to complete these as early as 
possible so travel and/or accommodation can be requested and booked well in advance. 
At the end of Term Two, all students within the Boarding House spent time completing a feedback 
survey, covering a variety of topics to determine student thoughts, ideas and suggestions for their 
home away from home, the Ngulla Mia Boarding House. The ideas and suggestions are already 
being put into action this term. All families and friends of the College are reminded to ‘Like’ and 
‘Follow’ the Ngulla Mia Boarding Facebook page- ‘Clontarf Ngulla Mia Boarding’ as well as the 
College Facebook page- ‘Clontarf Aboriginal College, Waterford, W.A.’ to keep up to date with all 
the awesome things happening at the College!  

Term Three sees the Clontarf Retreat program take place 
with students from Years 7-11 participating in day-long 
Retreats and Year 12 students participating in their three 
day, two night Retreat. The Retreats, all held off-site, 
afford the students together with staff, the opportunities to re-treat from school to spend a 
day together as a year group reflecting, enjoying each other’s company and spending time 
with God. The Year Seven and Eight Retreats are coming up in Week Seven and will be led by 
24:7 School Ministry and the Year 9-11 Retreats, held in Week Three were led by the Youth 
Mission Team whereas the Year 12 Retreat, held in Week Two of this Term was led and 
delivered by college staff. It was absolutely awesome to see all the students so engaged in 

the Retreat program this term, with positive feedback from all students, staff and the retreat leaders.  
As a Catholic Aboriginal College, faith, culture and spirituality are present in all that we do and the 
Sacraments are a special way that we can live out, and deepen, our Catholic faith. During Term Two and 
Three, three students- De Jana, Narayah and Leonie participated in the Sacramental Program- attending 
afterschool classes, delivered by the College and Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. On Sunday 31st July the three 
girls received the Sacrament of Confirmation. The Sacrament of Confirmation is where an individual 
confirms the vows made for them, by their parents and Godparents, at Baptism, confirming that they are 
followers of Christ. A special congratulations to the three girls and a special thank you to Sr Helen, Amber, 
Aunty Donella and Father Sebastian from Aboriginal Catholic Ministry for walking with the girls in their 
Sacramental preparation and faith journey. For further information on the College Sacramental Program, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at the start of Term Four, by email: Salvatore.Deluca@cewa.edu.au. 
 
 
 

 

Staff Profiles 
 

JOSEPH TORRES 
My name is Joseph Torres, I am a Bardi and Jabirr-Jabirr man who grew up in Broome. At Clontarf I work in the Pastoral Care team, 
and as part of this team I also work at Ngulla Mia Boarding House. This is my first year working at Clontarf and part of my role is to 
plan and organise various activities to enhance student engagement at both boarding and in school. Clontarf is also the first school 
I have ever worked at. What I love about the College is the community feel there is about the place, everyone is very bubbly and 
friendly, everyone wants to support and have each other’s back. Some of my hobbies include listening to and making music (Hip-
Hop/Rap and RnB are my favourite genres), playing video games as well as playing sport. Some of the students may already know 
but I am a big sneakerhead, I love shoes and I love collecting them some of my favourite shoes are Nike Sb Dunks, Jordan 1’s, Jordan 
3’s, Yeezy 350’s and Yeezy 700’s.   
 

RACHAEL LORKIN 
My name is Rachael, and I am an Assistant Head of Boarding in the Ngulla Mia Boarding House. I have worked at Ngulla Mia since 2017, 
in the role of House Parent and Supervisor. Highlights of my years at Ngulla Mia include the School Ball and Graduation which are an 
amazing time of year- celebrating with the students their time here and their achievements (and maybe a few tears too). I enjoy 
travelling and when I get an opportunity, I will make a trip back home to Tasmania to see my family. I enjoy working with the students, 
learning about Culture and Country from the students. 
 

 



SCOTT CONNERY 
Hi I’m Scott James Connery. My middle name is named after my Father and Grandfather. I was born in Edinburgh, Scotland and I 
migrated to Australia in 1996 after coming here on holiday in 1994. My current lifestyle and situation were never the plan I had when I 
came to Australia. I met a beautiful Australian woman, Trish whom I later married. We have two children Alec 18 and Kesia 15. Both 
attend Newman Catholic College. My mother and younger brother still live in Scotland. I started at Clontarf in 2020 and teach 
Woodwork, Religious Education and in 2021 led the Clontarf community in Campus Ministry and Head of Religious Education. Over 
the years I have worked at various schools in various positions in teaching and leadership, including Applecross Senior School, where 
I achieved a High Distinction while on teaching practice there as a student teacher; at John XXIII College where I spent twelve years; 
and at Corpus Christi College for six years. I then took a leave of absence to pursue a dream to live and work in an Aboriginal community. 
I did this in 2018 at Sacred Heart School in Beagle Bay. I learned a great deal there and have wonderful memories of teaching, camping, 
fishing and socialising. I love the connection of teaching students at Clontarf who have family there.  At Clontarf I like that the overall 
wellbeing of the students is the most important factor, not the academic excellence or attainment as I have experienced in other 
schools. This allows and supports a friendly interaction of student and staff. I like to keep fit, doing add jobs around the house and 
walking our dog, Roxy! I believe in fairness and speaking your truth, others might not like it however you must use your voice to shape 
what you can. Always up for a chat. 
 

 
 
 

 

Visual Art Department 
By Kellee Seden 
Project: A Mask for All Seasons 
This term the Year 7/8 Art students visited the WA Maritime Museum in Fremantle to view 
the Evolution: Torres Strait Masks exhibition which showcases the rich history of mask making 
in the Torres Strait Islands. The students participated in a series of learning activities at the 
venue and are inspired to begin designing their own masks, based on the Noongar Seasons, 
back in the classroom. The students are also completing bright watercolour paint collages 
inspired by Australian artist, Pete Cromer.  
 

Project: Earth, Water, Rainforest  
The Year 9/10 Art students will be creating mixed media prints inspired by the work of 
Indigenous artists, Melanie Hava and Alick Tipoti. They have been drawing animals and 
plants from their hometown focusing on creating patterns in their designs.  
 

Project: Connection to Country 
The Year 11/12 Art students have conducted a major study of an artwork created by Badger 
Bates which uses map-like features to explore his childhood memories and sites of cultural 
significance. The students will create an art piece of their choice to represent a place that 
has personal significance to them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

R.E. Week Prize Winners 
By Salv De Luca and Teagan Pitman 
 

Congratulations to the R.E Week competition winners, Samuel and Shyann who received their 
personalised College basketball jerseys at the Week Three assembly. During R.E. Week all students 
had the opportunity to enter competitions by responding to a question for their year groups. 
Samuel and Shyann won their competitions, with their answers below: 
 

How are our Catholic faith and Aboriginal spirituality connected? Year 10-12’s 
“Catholic faith and Aboriginal spirituality are connected they both believe in something strong, and 
both try to keep the younger generations connected to its culture and both share stories of a higher 
power and how everyone is connected, they also show stories in artwork or books” 
 ~ Sam, Year 12 
 

What do I like about Religious Education? Year 7-9’s 
“I like R.E. because I get to learn about a different religion and the people that help spread the good 
news and about God and Jesus. One of my favourite people from the bible is Saint Paul” 
 ~ Shyann, Year 7 



Year 12 Retreat 
By Scott Connery 
 

The Year 12 Retreat is a very special occasion where the students experience the culmination of their Religious Education years and 
time away from distractions to reflect. This reflection is paramount in our shared faith, in that we take time to evaluate what is important. 
We gathered in the College Chapel with Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners, prayer to unite us and directions to what was about 
to happen over the next three days. The students then set some values which they wished would be reflected throughout the Retreat.  
The values chosen Respect, Responsibility and Rejoice were expanded and overarched the retreat proceedings. Then we departed for 
our retreat venue at Roelands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After settling into our accommodation, we then meet and heard from four guest speakers. Three of which who are members of The 
Stolen Generation and spent the childhoods at Roelands mission. Francis’ son was also present and a bonus speaker! He spoke about 
how he understood his father’s healing after coming back to where his father was raised. Syd and Les both spoke about their lives in 
and after their mission days. They also reminded the students that they 
are now the seeds of change for Indigenous people. Reminding students 
that a very special event just happened at the 47th opening of parliament 
with an Indigenous leader speaking in language at the assembly - 
something that was unimaginable when they were youngsters.  
 

The retreat also had many activities, celebrity heads and one favourite 
was a walk and talk from Troy who shared his knowledge of the Roeland 
grounds and assisted the students to see the beauty of the place. He used 
the metaphor of a tree to convey the message of hope and perseverance.   
 

The theme of the retreat was Perseverance, Faith, Patience. Three sessions 
that unpacked the importance of these characteristics on one’s life. 
Identifying what they are and how to manage them or even be aware of 
them in you.  
 

There was much socialising and bonding, something that is very 
important to all Year 12 retreats and greatly encouraged to promote 
camaraderie among the students as they reflect on the last year at school 
and future pathways. For some this is a highly emotional time, and great 
care is taken by staff to ensure that students are safe and secure as they 
digest and reconcile their thoughts and feelings.  
 

I wish to take this time to sincerely thank all staff for their 
willingness to attend and give of themselves. The students 
are to be thanked also for entering into the realm of this 
retreat with maturity and right mindedness.  

 
 

 



NAIDOC Day 
By Teagan Pitman and the GECKOS Team 
 

Our Clontarf Aboriginal College NAIDOC Day was celebrated on Thursday of Week Four. The day was such a wonderful success with a 
high level of engagement from our students across all year levels. Our morning began with a NAIDOC opening assembly where staff 
member Joseph Torres, winner of this year’s NAIDOC Youth Award, spoke to use about this year's theme of “Get up! Stand up! Show 
up!”. This was then followed by guest comedian Fabian Woods who captured the students' attention by providing many laughs. All 
students participated in creating crafts, painting boomerangs, spear throwing and sport. We enjoyed traditional damper and kangaroos 
stew, alongside a large community BBQ in the main quadrangle. As we gathered to eat, we were lucky enough to have three different 
performances: the Wesley Moorditj Dancers, the Kaiwalgal Torres Strait Islander Dancers and our very own school band. It was a 
fantastic day and celebration which the students embraced with positivity and enthusiasm. Thank you to all the students, staff, guests 
and GECKOS team who made this day such a success. We look forward to next year! 
 

Congratulations to our NAIDOC Poster competition winners; Felicity (Year 7), Xaviana (Year 9) and Latrel (Year 10). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dumbartung Y11 Leadership Art Day 
By Sophie Mullins 
 

I was honoured to be able to join the Year 11’s on Friday August 12 for an incursion. It was a lovely day spent with Robert and Selena 
at Dumbartung learning about our history, culture and leadership within our communities. We ended the day creating some beautiful 
art pieces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHECK OUT OUR OFFICIAL CLONTARF ABORIGINAL COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE!  

Driver Education 
By Pippa Bryan 
 

A massive congratulations to Randall Manolis on getting his P plates this week! 
 

Everyone here in the Driver Education Program Department is super proud of him and we hope he continues 
to drive safely now that he is on the roads full time. 
 

A big thank you to Erica, our favourite driving instructor for getting Randall to this point. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YMT Australia – Catholic High School Reflection Day 
By Sophie Mullins 
 

On Wednesday 3rd August the Year 11’s went by bus to Integrity House, Osborne Park to be with the Youth Mission Team.  We learnt 
that it is possible and desirable to know Jesus as an intimate friend and to acknowledge the importance and relevance of our faith in 
today’s world. 
Sunny is always so engaging, welcoming and fun.  He had us in small groups and we viewed a light-hearted drama highlighting how 
negative relationships can hurt us, but also how we can come to know God. 
At the end there was a debrief and candle ceremony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where are they now? Our ‘Where are they now?’ Facebook posts are up and running now! If you are, or know, a past Clontarf Aboriginal College 
student who has graduated, get in contact with the College at alumni@clontarf.wa.edu.au as we’d love to hear from you and share with the community 
the great things that you are doing! 
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