
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s News 
By Frances Haji-Ali 

What an amazing start to the term it has been! It is really quite extraordinary to see everything that has occurred in the past month at the 
College.  The highlight of the school year is always Graduation Week where we come together as a community to celebrate the achievements 
of our Year 12 students and recognise the efforts of other students at the Graduation and College Awards Ceremony, and this was once again 
a joyous occasion last week.  Fostering community relationships has been an important strategic goal for our College for the past few years 
and it was wonderful to see so many guardians and extended families sharing the celebration with the students and staff.  Thank you to Uncle 
Ben Taylor and Aunty Mingli McGlade for once again welcoming us to Whadjuk Boodjar, we always appreciate the support of our elders.  As 
part of the procedures of the day our College Advisory Council present their Annual Community Report.  This is a requirement of school 
registration – a copy of this report, written by our Advisory Council Chairperson, Mr Kevin O’Keefe is attached with this newsletter for your 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we acknowledged 19 Year 12 students, many of whom have been here at the College for five or six years.  Each of these students 
leave the College with something valuable – be it a Certificate II qualification, Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), workplace 
experience or a deeper understanding of the values of our College and how they can apply these into life beyond the gates.  Graduates of our 
College leave knowing that they can have a voice in this world, they can make informed decisions and choices and they can make a difference 
in the lives of others.  We are very proud of these young men and women, and I would like to thank them and their families for allowing us to 
be part of their educational journey and wish them every success in their future endeavours. 
 

During the ceremony our four College Captains presented the Year 12 Address on behalf of their peers.  
They spoke about their experiences during their time at the College including the opportunities and 
support they received from staff, their challenges and worries and of the friendships they have made along 
the way.  Each of these four students have represented the College superbly over the year and have 
developed their leadership skills, which will no doubt hold them in good stead in the future. Two recent 
highlights for the College Captains (and the College) were the visit to the College by US Ambassador Ms 
Caroline Kennedy and their visit to Parliament House where they were fortunate to meet Premier Mark 
McGowan.  The captains spoke at length with Ambassador Kennedy about our College, their lives, and 
aspirations.  She was very interested in the programs that we offer at the College and the support that 
students receive whilst here.  As the only school that the Ambassador has visited since commencing her 
position in Canberra, we certainly felt privileged of her giving of her time to us.  I would encourage 
families of our 2023 graduating class to speak to their child about nominating to be a College Captain. 
 

Between graduation events another annual College event was held – the Year 10 Book Project Launch.  Again, it was lovely to have families 
present to share this with their children and I congratulate each student on their published book – it certainly will be something to treasure for 
years to come.  Thank you to Maria Valli for once again overseeing this project and continuing the partnership with the University of Notre 
Dame. 

 

Thank you to Marr Mooditj for providing the beautiful location for this year’s event and to all the staff who in their various 
ways have contributed to the successful week! 
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Whilst the year is not over yet and the rest of the student body will continue to be engaged in their learning for the rest of the term, behind 
the scenes plans are being made for the 2023 school year.  An important part of this is the enrolment and orientation of new students.  If you 
know of anyone who is considering Clontarf Aboriginal College for their child, please encourage them to get an application in quickly as places 
are filling fast in most year levels.  Orientation Week will be happening in Week Seven and this is a valuable opportunity for prospective 
students and their families to meet with staff and experience life at the College, including boarding for regional families. 
 

Congratulations to two of our long serving staff members, Aunty Jill Hill and Mr Robert Thomson for being 
acknowledged for thirty years of service at the recent CEWA Staff breakfast.  I thank them both for their valuable 
contribution to not only our school but the wider CEWA community. 
 

We are also proud to once again offer scholarships for Noongar families who would like their child/children to 
board at Ngulla Mia.  Application forms are attached to this newsletter and applications are now open – please 
contact Aboriginal Liaison Officer, Jill Hill or Deputy Principal, Salvatore De Luca if you would like further information 
about this.  This scholarship is open to both new and existing students so please share this with friends or families 
who may be interested. 

 

Family statements for College fees have been sent out.  I would like to thank those families who make regular contributions towards these. 
Whilst we always appreciate full payment of fees, any contribution by families is valued and goes a long way towards assisting us run the 
programs that we do at the College.  If you are experiencing difficulty paying your college fees, please make a time to meet with me to discuss 
a payment plan.  As a college we are committed to ensuring that no one will be denied a Catholic education due to financial hardship.  Families 
of boarders must understand that if your child is late to return at the beginning of the term this can impact on your Living Away from Home 
Allowance payment and therefore you incur a cost on your family statement.  Being back at school on time each term has both educational 
and financial benefits.     In 2023 the boarding fees will increase slightly.  There has not been an increase in fees for many years and this is in 
line with what Abstudy will cover as part of the Living Away From Home Allowance and therefore will not impact on families whose payments 
are covered by this.  There will be no increase to our tuition fees. 
 

Last week we farewelled two staff members – Ms Teagan Pitman will be on maternity leave during 2023 we wish her well for the new arrival to 
her family!  Our driving instructor, Ms Erica Wasley has also left the College to pursue a new position – I thank both ladies for supporting our 
students. 
 

This will be my final week for the year as I enjoy a bit of an extended holiday period as I go on Long Service Leave for the next five weeks.  Mrs 
Jennifer Morley has been appointed as the Short-term Principal during this period and I have full trust in her ability to lead the College in my 
absence.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support again this year and I look forward to all that the new year will 
have to offer.   
 

God bless. 
 

 
 
 
 
Deputy Principal, Teaching and Learning 
By Jen Morley 
Term 4 is now halfway over, and it was with pride but sadness 
that we farewelled the Class of 2022 last week.   The Year 10 and 
Year 11 students have now transitioned into secondary Courses 
of Study and by all accounts are thriving in their senior status and 
the various student privileges that come with increased maturity 
and responsibility.  Our ‘new’ Year 12’s have swiftly adjusted to 
their academic promotion as the next generation of graduates in 
waiting and we look forward to the College Captain elections 
taking place in a few weeks’ time.    
 
The Year 10 Book Project, led by Mrs Maria Valli in conjunction 
with Notre Dame University has yet again been a College 
highlight – our students were a credit to their families and their 
College as they journeyed through the ‘My Story’ narrative 
experience and it was a pleasure to also host many of our visiting 
families at this event last Wednesday.     
 
Much of the 2022 national standardized testing is now completed 
and we commend our students for the steady progress they are 
making along their individual Literacy and Numeracy pathways.  

Year 9 students have also recently completed OLNA for the first 
time as part of a shift in assessment policy by the School and 
Curriculum Standards Authority of Western Australia and we look 
forward to receiving their results in February 2023.  This data is 
used as a reference to inform 2023 teaching and learning 
programs at Clontarf, and we thank you for your support in 
reinforcing our consistent review of each child’s individual literacy 
and numeracy growth.   
 
Planning is well underway for our annual College Orientation as 
we prepare to welcome new students to Clontarf in 2023.  This is 
an exciting time of growth each year for our school and we look 
forward to making new friends and reconnecting with old ones 
within the Clontarf community in the weeks to come.  As we also 
continue to focus upon teaching and learning objectives for the 
remainder of Term 4, I would like to encourage all our families to 
remain in close contact with the College via phone, email or in 
person with any queries or concerns regarding your child’s 
education.   
 

 
 



Deputy Principal, Boarding & Campus Ministry 
By Salv De Luca 
Term 4 provides many exciting opportunities for the students at the College. Whilst the 2022 calendar year is beginning to conclude, 
preparations for the 2023 school year also pick-up speed. One upcoming key event is the 2023 College Captain nomination process. 
In Week 7 the Year 11 and 12 students will have the opportunity to elect the Year 12 College Captains for 2023. The College Captain 
role is a crucial part of Student Leadership within the College and students are encouraged to consider nominating to be part of this 
process which includes presenting a speech in front of the senior cohorts. The 2022 Year 12 College Captains were wonderful 
ambassadors for the College, and we look forward to the leadership of the 2023 cohort. 
In Week 7 (November 23rd and 24th) we look forward to welcoming new and prospective students 
for the Orientation for 2023. The Orientation program provides an opportunity for Metro and 
Boarding students and their families to get to know our great College better by spending some time 
on campus, experiencing life on campus as a Clontarf student, participating in tasters of the various 
programs offered and learning about the College. There will also be family information sessions at 
school and the Boarding House. We look forward to welcoming all new families to our community. 
Later this term we commence the liturgical season of Advent.  Advent is a time of preparation, 
leading to the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day. All students will continue 
their learning about Advent and Christmas within Religious Education classes as well as other classes 
and as a College we will celebrate the commencement of Advent with the Advent Liturgy. The nativity 
scene will be set-up in the foyer of the Main Administration and all families and friends are welcome 
to visit to see it. 

2022 has once again been an excellent year for Christian Service Learning (CSL) 
at the College. The CSL program provides all students with the opportunity to live 
out their call to service just as Jesus did in his life- meeting the needs of the local 
(at school in and out of the classroom) and wider community (involving with 
Wheelchairs for Kids, St Vincent De Paul, Millen Primary School, St Pius X Primary 
School and many others). This year 650 activities of service, a record number, have 
been completed by the Year 7-10 students, plus many hours of CSL by the Year 11 
and 12 students in their Endorsed Program, which is absolutely fantastic, and all 
students are to be commended for their magnificent efforts! 

 
 
 

 
 

Staff Profiles 
 

AARON SEMMENS 
Hello, my name is Aaron Semmens. I am originally from Country Victoria and grew up on farms. Before commencing at Clontarf, I 
spent three years on the Tiwi Islands where I learnt to fish, before moving to Perth and starting at Clontarf. I am in my fourth year at 
Clontarf, having started in 2019 and I am currently the Vocational and Educational Training (VET) Co-ordinator and also teach the 
Career and Enterprise course, previously I taught and co-ordinated Outdoor Education. I enjoy the “peachiness” that the staff and 
students bring each day to the College. I enjoy been outside and exploring what is around me. My hobbies include golf, cycling, 
running and any form of outdoor adventure. Travelling and exploring new cultures, people and places, local, national and international 
are also some of my interests. 
 

SOPHIE MULLINS 
I was born In Tasmania and grew up in Melbourne until I was 12. I then moved to Toronto, Canada with my family. I spent 11 years in 
Canada and moved to Perth as a young adult. I travelled from Perth and taught at Yakanarra Community School and Beagle Bay 
Sacred Heart School. I have lived in Darwin and surrounding areas, and I enjoyed many years in tropical north Queensland teaching 
students in Cairns. Recently, I taught at Edmund Rice College in Bindoon. I believe it is a privilege to be part of the Clontarf family.  I 
started at Clontarf last term as the Year 11/12 coordinator. I enjoy the positive vibe from the Clontarf staff and students. I am delighted 
to see students I have taught previously as well as meeting new students. I am a keen music enthusiast.  I enjoy being on the water, 
I recently purchased a surf ski to paddle on the Swan River. I am passionate about yoga, reading and walking. 

 

JASON SHEARD 
My name is Jason Sheard, I am the Head of Boarding at Clontarf looking after all the boarders that reside in Ngulla Mia whilst 
getting their education in Perth.  This is my fourth year at Clontarf having commenced in 2019 as one of three Boarding House 
Managers.  I was born in Geraldton but have spent most of my life in Queensland before returning to Western Australia to work at 
Clontarf.  My previous places of employment include ten years as Residential Coordinator at Abergowrie College, an Indigenous 
boys boarding school in North Queensland and nine years as Assistant Principal – Residential at St Brendan’s College, Yeppoon 
(my alma mater), an all-boys boarding school in Central Queensland.  I enjoy working with the Boarders at Clontarf and learning 
their individual stories and helping them settle into life away from home so they can achieve the best possible outcomes for their 
future.  When I am not at work, I enjoy getting out on the golf course and watching as much sport as possible and the discovery 
channel. 
 



2022 Book Launch 
By Maria Valli (Literacy Support Coordinator) 
It was with much pride and joy that we celebrated this years’ Book Launch 
for 2022.  This ongoing partnership with the University of Notre Dame 
continues to be a highlight for our Year 11 students at the College. ‘My 
Journey’ is a collaborative project and a wonderful opportunity for our 
students to be recognised with the support of the pre-service students. The 
students share their journeys and therefore, share the spiritual connection 
they have to their country, expressing and exploring their kinship structure 
from home, and the cultural practices that are celebrated with their 
families. 
We sincerely thank the many resourceful people who have helped the 
students along the way. Thank you to those students who participated and 
worked so enthusiastically throughout the project. I have no doubt that 
families will enjoy reading and sharing books with one another for years to 
come. 
A personal highlight for me this year was to see the many students who 
dropped by the Literacy Centre in the days after to view the books… it really 
is wonderful to see the connection that a story can make! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Clontarf Aboriginal College Australian Army Cadet Unit 
By Sam Parker 
Clontarf’s Army Cadet Unit continues to provide opportunities for students to develop their leadership and teamwork skills. The 
highlight of the term so far has been a lesson provided by members of the ADF Pilbara Regiment that involved making a stretcher. The 
ADF staff taught the students how to lash a few poles together along with some material to create a stretcher that can carry an injured 
person. The cadets should also be commended for how proudly they assisted with the Graduation Ceremony in uniform. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics Extension 
By Sam Parker 
At the end of Term 3, four exceptional Year 9 
students competed against each other in a school 
challenge to help decide who would win the 
Mathematics Award. 
The challenge involved the students creating their 
own visual riddles that incorporated as many 
mathematical concepts as they could. All four 
students produced outstanding riddles that will 
challenge even the most mathematically enthused 
person. 
The two finalists are to the right for you to 
challenge yourself! 

 
 

Dion Hawke Tara Gidgup 



Year Coordinator News 
By Kellee Seden (Year 7-8 Coordinator) 
Ninty percent of success is showing up. When students attend school regularly their reading skills and grades improve, they also feel 
more connected to our school community, develop strong social skills, friendships, and important life skills. It is for this reason the Year 
Coordinators have arranged events this term to acknowledge the students who attend classes regularly and those students who are 
striving to improve their attendance. 
 

In Week Three, the students who had demonstrated exceptional attendance to classes were invited to 
attend a special pizza lunch in the staff room where students played arcade games and enjoyed each 
other's company. Congratulations to the following students who demonstrated an attendance rate of 
97% or higher and the students with an asterisk next to their name achieved 100% attendance for the 
first three weeks of school, which is amazing! 
 

Year 7: Xzavier Djiagween*, Felicity Gilbert* 
 

Year 8: Blake Kitching*, Christian Hodgins*, Tyrell Hawke*, Teresa Riley*, Tyson Hawke, Rosalyna 
Metcalf, Lorenzo Taylor. 
 

Year 9: Dion Hawke*, Danny Marr*, Calvin Wall*, De-Jana Cruse*, Darren Foynes, Bernard Golding, Skye Nundle, Zia Stewart, Dion 
Thomas, Liam Trott. 
 

Year 11: Chris Carstairs, Tavian Griffiths, Desrae Mippy, Curtis Smith, Larz Trust, Raelene Jigili, Pawuya Stevens. 
 

Year 12: Narayah Cruse*, Lynley Foynes*, Sienna Kitching*, Axl Merritt*, Tyrell Pryor*, Charlotte Golding, Geoffrey Mourish. 
 

The criteria for the next attendance reward will be different. We look forward to inviting students who improve their own personal 
attendance record over the next few weeks to an event in Week Seven involving ice cream, music, and fun. Therefore, we encourage 
students to attend all their classes and if they are unable to attend school for families to inform the College by calling 9251 0610 or 
9251 0666 or emailing attendance@clontarf.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Religious Education 
By Chris Lee 
 

The Year 7 and 8’s spent the first half of 
the term looking at topics linked to the 
physiological changes that occur during 
teenage years.  The module identifies the 
importance of the treating ourselves and 
others with respect during this season of 
life and makes explicit links on how Jesus 
taught about the human body.  The latter 
half of the Term was spent learning about 
Sacraments. What they are and the 
purpose of each and how they form an 
essential part of living a Christian Life. 
 
The Year 9’s have been working through 

the Sacraments and examining the role they play in the life of a 
Catholic. They also examined the concept of forgiveness and its 
role, not just within religion but society in general. A significant 
portion of what was covered involved drawing links between the 
teachings of the Catholic Church and our daily experiences. 
 
Term 4 is a significant transition period for our Seniors, with the 
Year 10’s moving up to 11, and Year 11’s to 12.  The early part of 
the term was spent establishing high expectations within 
classroom processes, clarifying the nature and purpose of the 

Religion and Life Course and its importance towards graduating.  
The first module for both year levels focusses on how people find 
meaning and purpose in their lives.  Using Blessed Edmund Rice 
as the primary example, students reflected on how and why 
people search for 
meaning and purpose.  
The safe space allowed 
open and honest sharing 
and suggestions around 
a potentially challenging 
topic.   
 

“The Shawshank Redemption” was used as 
a source analysis exercise where students 
could apply what they learnt to a secular 
setting.  The RE Team would highly 
recommend watching this movie if you 
haven’t already done so.  The latter part of 
the term was spent identifying and 
understanding different world religions, 
and the context and nature of Catholic 
leadership. 
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Art Excursion 
By Nathan Pereira 
 

Earlier this term, some of the College’s Art students spent the day at Prendiville Catholic College. Our students had a tour of the school 
facilities with a special focus on the Prendiville Gallery and their Year 12 Art Exhibition. The students then had the opportunity to make 
their own cutting boards, personalised with their own design laser cut into the face of each board. Our students were then given a 
demonstration of glass artwork and were shown techniques and materials which would be used to create a platter for our Chapel. The 
students then spent time creating their own pieces of artwork. A special thanks to the Art Department at Prendiville for everything they 
did to make it a great day!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tennis Lessons 
By Adele Hall 
The Year 7–9 students have been participating in tennis lessons 
weekly, run by coach Darren Patten.  Some of the girls were 
reluctant at first but all the girls have been thoroughly enjoying 
the lessons. 
 

Tennis has become a highlight of the week as we spend time as a 
group learning new skills, having a go playing a new sport and 
having a laugh together. 

Darren has helped the girls learn the correct vocabulary, tennis 
stances and types of shots over the last 5 weeks. 
 

Playing doubles and being king of the court brings out the 
competitive spirit, where all the girls rotate through different 
partners to take on the winning team and put their skills to the 
test.  

 



CHECK OUT OUR OFFICIAL CLONTARF ABORIGINAL COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE!  

VET Update 
By Aaron Semmens (VET Coordinator) 
 

The first five weeks of Term Four have continued to be busy in the Trade Training Centre.  
We have had all our 20 Year 11 students complete their White Card, 12 students complete 
their level two First Aid and 12 students complete a fire extinguisher course.  
 

Looking to the rest of the term, we still have our senior students completing their 
Certificate II’s in a variety of fields now.  We have four students going to Cummins Trucks 
to complete work experience.  The students will be based in the workshop and in the 
offices, getting a taste of life working in a global business.  
 

Our Shoreline program is continuing this term with students completing most of their theory work. We have a 
planned trip to the Perth Zoo to explore and see how they manage their ecosystems in an urban environment.  

 
 
 
 

Keys 4 Life 
By Pippa Bryan 
 

This term we had the RAC come out to our school to talk to us about all the things we can check ourselves on our own cars to make 
sure they are in tip top working order to keep ourselves and others safe on the road.  We looked at how much tread there should be 
on our tyres, how to ensure that we have the correct PSI in each tyre and how to check the oil and water.  These are all great skills for 
the Year 10’s to have as they approach 2023 when they will be able to get their Learner’s Permit!  Remember, you can’t get your L’s 
unless you have your original birth certificate, so if you intend on getting your L’s next year, make sure you look for your birth certificate 
and if you are a boarder, bring it back to school after the holidays. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All State Basketball Academy Clinic 
By Sam Mancini 
 

During Weeks Two and Three of Term Four, the senior basketball students took part in a basketball clinic with current NBL1 player 
Louis Timms.  The session was organised through All State Basketball Academy and all students involved had a great time and learned 
a lot. Throughout the sessions, students were taught a variety of individual and team concepts that will translate to the gameplan for 
Clontarf basketball for 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where are they now? Our ‘Where are they now?’ Facebook posts are up and running now! If you are, or know, a past Clontarf Aboriginal College 
student who has graduated, get in contact with the College at alumni@clontarf.wa.edu.au as we’d love to hear from you and share with the community 
the great things that you are doing! 
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