
Rock and Popular Music 1960 - 2000 

Cultural and Historic Background Information 

Rock music is a broad genre of popular music that originated as "rock and roll" in the United States 

in the early 1950s and developed into a range of different styles in the 1960s and later, particularly 

in the United States and the United Kingdom. It originates from 1940s and 1950s rock and roll, a 

style which drew heavily from the genres of blues, rhythm and blues, and from country music. 

Rock music also drew strongly from several other genres such as electric blues and folk, and 

incorporated influences from jazz, classical and other musical styles. Musically, rock has centered 

on the electric guitar, usually as part of a rock group with electric bass, drums, and one or more 

singers. Usually, rock is song-based music with a 4/4 time signature using a verse–chorus form, 

but the genre has become extremely diverse. Like pop music, lyrics often stress romantic love but 

also address a wide variety of other themes that are frequently social or political. 

At the beginning of the 1960s, pop and rock and roll trends of the 1950s continued; nevertheless, 

the rock and roll of the decade before started to merge into a more international, eclectic variant. 

In the early 1960s, rock and roll in its purest form was gradually overtaken by pop rock, psychedelic 

rock, blues rock, and folk rock, which had grown in popularity. The country and folk influenced 

style associated with the latter half of 1960s rock music spawned a generation of popular singer 

songwriters who wrote and performed their own work. Towards the decade's end, genres such as 

Baroque pop, sunshine pop, bubble-gum pop, and progressive rock started to grow popular, with 

the latter two finding greater success in the following decade. Furthermore, the 1960s saw funk 

and soul music rising in popularity; rhythm and blues in general remained popular. The fusion of 

R&B, Gospel and original rock and roll was a success until the mid-part of the decade.   

The 1960’s saw the rise in popularity of several Western popular music groups such as The Beatles 

and The Rolling Stones.  

Chubby Checker during the early 1960s popularised the enduring dance craze the Twist with his 

hit cover of Hank Ballard & the Midnighters' R&B hit "The Twist". 

Gerry Goffin and Carole King become a very influential duo in pop music, writing numerous 

number-one hits including the first song to ever reach number-one by a girl group, the Shirelles 

"Will You Love Me Tomorrow" and the 1962 number-one hit, "The Loco-Motion" which was 

performed by Little Eva. "Sugar Sugar" became a big hit for The Archies, defining the bubblegum 

pop genre. 

The Monkees were a made for TV band, inspired by the antics of the Beatles in A Hard Day's Night. 

Under contractual reasons, the group were not allowed to play their own instruments, which led 

to many feuds between the bandmates and music supervisor, Don Kirshner. 

In the early part of the decade, Elvis Presley continued to score hits. For most of the 60s, Presley 

mostly released films. Presley decided to get away from films by 1969; his last #1 song on the 

charts was Suspicious Minds which was released in 1969. 

 

 



Rock and Pop Artists 

The Beatles 

The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. With a line-up comprising John 

Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, they are regarded as the most 

influential band of all time. The group were integral to the development of 1960s counterculture 

and popular music's recognition as an art form. Engrained in skiffle, beat and 1950s rock and roll, 

their sound incorporated elements of classical music and traditional pop in innovative ways; the 

band later explored music styles ranging from ballads and Indian music to psychedelia and hard 

rock. As pioneers in recording, song writing and artistic presentation, the group revolutionised 

many aspects of the music industry and were often publicised as leaders of the era's youth and 

sociocultural movements. 

Led by primary songwriters Lennon and McCartney, the Beatles built their reputation playing clubs 

in Liverpool and Hamburg over three years from 1960, initially with Stuart Sutcliffe playing bass. 

The core trio of Lennon, McCartney and Harrison, together since 1958, went through a succession 

of drummers, including Pete Best, before asking Starr to join them in 1962. Manager Brian Epstein 

moulded them into a professional act and producer George Martin guided and developed their 

recordings, greatly expanding their domestic success after their first hit, "Love Me Do", in late 

1962. As their popularity grew into the intense fan frenzy dubbed "Beatlemania", the band 

acquired the nickname "the Fab Four", with Epstein, Martin and other members of the band's 

entourage sometimes given the informal title of "fifth Beatle". 

By early 1964, the Beatles were international stars, leading the "British Invasion" of the United 

States pop market and breaking numerous sales records. They soon made their film debut with A 

Hard Day's Night (1964). From 1965 onwards, they produced increasingly innovative recordings, 

including the albums Rubber Soul (1965), Revolver (1966) and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 

Band (1967), and enjoyed further commercial success with The Beatles (also known as "the White 

Album", 1968) and Abbey Road (1969). In 1968, they founded Apple Corps, a multi-armed 

multimedia corporation that continues to oversee projects related to the band's legacy. After the 

group's break-up in 1970, all four members enjoyed success as solo artists. Lennon was shot and 

killed in December 1980, and Harrison died of lung cancer in November 2001. McCartney and Starr 

remain musically active. 

The Beatles are the best-selling music act of all time, with certified sales of over 183 million units 

in the US and estimated sales of 600 million units worldwide. They hold the record for most 

number-one albums on the UK Albums Chart, most number-one hits on the Billboard Hot 100 

chart, and most singles sold in the UK. The group were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame in 1988, and all four main members were inducted individually between 1994 and 2015. In 

2008, the group topped Billboard's list of the all-time most successful artists on the Billboard Hot 

100. The band have received seven Grammy Awards, four Brit Awards, an Academy Award (for 

Best Original Song Score for the 1970 film Let It Be) and fifteen Ivor Novello Awards. Time named 

them among the 20th century's 100 most important people. 

 

 



The Rolling Stones 

The Rolling Stones are an English rock band formed in London in 1962. The first stable line-up 

consisted of bandleader Brian Jones (guitar, harmonica, keyboards), Mick Jagger (lead vocals, 

harmonica), Keith Richards (guitar, vocals), Bill Wyman (bass guitar), Charlie Watts (drums), and 

Ian Stewart (piano). Stewart was removed from the official line-up in 1963 but continued to work 

with the band as a contracted musician until his death in 1985. The band's primary songwriters, 

Jagger–Richards, assumed leadership after Andrew Loog Oldham became the group's manager. 

Jones left the band less than a month before his death in 1969, having already been replaced by 

Mick Taylor. Taylor left in 1974 and was replaced in 1975 by Ronnie Wood who has since remained. 

Since Wyman's departure in 1993, Darryl Jones has served as touring bassist. The Stones have not 

had an official keyboardist since 1963 but have employed several musicians in that role.  

The Rolling Stones were at the forefront of the British Invasion of bands that became popular in 

the United States in 1964 and were identified with the youthful and rebellious counterculture of 

the 1960s. Engrained in blues and early rock and roll, the band started out playing covers but found 

more success with their own material; songs such as "(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction" and "Paint It 

Black" became international hits, and Aftermath (1966) – their first entirely original album – has 

been considered the most important of the band's formative records. After a short period of 

experimentation with psychedelic rock in the mid-1960s, the group returned to its "bluesy" roots 

with Beggars Banquet (1968), Let It Bleed (1969), Sticky Fingers (1971), and Exile on Main St. 

(1972). It was during this period they were first introduced on stage as "The Greatest Rock and 

Roll Band in the World". 

The Rolling Stones were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989 and the UK Music 

Hall of Fame in 2004. Rolling Stone magazine ranked them fourth on the "100 Greatest Artists of 

All Time" list and their estimated record sales is 200 million. They have released 30 studio albums, 

23 live albums and numerous compilations. Let It Bleed (1969) marked the first of five consecutive 

No. 1 studio and live albums in the UK. Sticky Fingers (1971) was the first of eight consecutive No. 

1 studio albums in the US. In 2008, the band ranked 10th on the Billboard Hot 100 All-Time Top 

Artists chart. In 2012, the band celebrated its 50th anniversary. They continue to release albums 

to brisk sales and critical acclaim; their most recent album Blue & Lonesome was released in 

December 2016 and reached No. 1 in the UK and No. 4 in the US and won a Grammy Award for 

Best Traditional Blues Album. The group also continues to sell out venues, with their recent No 

Filter Tour running for two years and concluding in August 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Beach Boys 

The Beach Boys are an American rock band formed in Hawthorne, California in 1961. The group's 

original line-up consisted of brothers Brian, Dennis, and Carl Wilson, their cousin Mike Love, and 

their friend Al Jardine. Distinguished by their vocal harmonies and early surf songs, they are one 

of the most influential acts of the rock era. The band drew on the music of jazz-based vocal groups, 

1950s rock and roll, and black R&B to create their unique sound, and with Brian as composer, 

arranger, producer, and de facto leader, they often incorporated classical elements and 

unconventional recording techniques in innovative ways. 

The Beach Boys began as a garage band led by Brian and managed by the Wilsons' father Murry. 

In 1963, the band gained national prominence with a string of top-ten singles reflecting a southern 

California youth culture of surfing, cars, and romance, dubbed the "California Sound". From 1965, 

they abandoned beachgoing themes for more personal lyrics and ambitious orchestrations. In 

1966, the Pet Sounds album and "Good Vibrations" single raised the group's prestige as rock 

innovators and established the band as symbols of the nascent counterculture era. After scrapping 

the album Smile in 1967, Brian's contributions diminished due to his mental health issues. The 

group's commercial momentum faltered, and despite efforts to maintain an experimental sound, 

they were dismissed by early rock critics as the archetypal "pop music cop-outs". 

Carl took over as the band's musical leader until the late 1970s, during which they rebounded with 

successful worldwide concert tours. Personal struggles, creative disagreements, and the 

overshadowing success of the band's greatest hits albums precipitated their transition into an 

oldies act. Dennis drowned in 1983 and Brian soon became estranged from the group. Between 

the 1990s and 2000s, the members filed numerous lawsuits over royalties, defamation, song 

writing credits, and use of the band's name. Following Carl's death from lung cancer in 1998, the 

group and its corporation (Brother Records Inc.) granted Love legal rights to tour as "the Beach 

Boys". As of 2020, Brian and Jardine do not perform with Love's Beach Boys but remain official 

members of the band. 

The Beach Boys are one of the most critically acclaimed, commercially successful, and influential 

bands of all time. They were one of the earliest self-contained rock bands and one of the few US 

bands who maintained their success before, during, and after the 1964 British Invasion. Between 

the 1960s and 2010s, they had over 80 songs chart worldwide, 36 of them in the US Top 40 (the 

most by a US rock band), and four topping the Billboard Hot 100. They have sold over 100 million 

records worldwide, making them one of the world's best-selling bands of all time, and are ranked 

number 12 on Rolling Stone magazine's 2004 list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time". Their 

influence spans many genres and decades, inspiring the development of movements such as 

psychedelia, power pop, progressive rock, punk, alternative, and lo-fi. The core quintet of the 

three Wilsons, Love, and Jardine was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 



Deep Purple 

Deep Purple are an English rock band formed in Hertford, Hertfordshire in 1968. The band is 

considered to be among the pioneers of heavy metal and modern hard rock, although their musical 

approach changed over the years. Originally formed as a psychedelic rock and progressive rock 

band, they shifted to a heavier sound with their 1970 album Deep Purple in Rock. Deep Purple, 

together with Led Zeppelin and Black Sabbath, have been referred to as the "unholy trinity of 

British hard rock and heavy metal in the early to mid-seventies". They were listed in the 1975 

Guinness Book of World Records as "the globe's loudest band" for a 1972 concert at London's 

Rainbow Theatre and have sold over 100 million copies of their albums worldwide. 

Deep Purple have had several line-up changes and an eight-year hiatus (1976–1984). The 1968–

1976 line-ups are commonly labelled Mark I, II, III and IV. Their second and most commercially 

successful line-up consisted of Ian Gillan (vocals), Jon Lord (keyboards), Roger Glover (bass), Ian 

Paice (drums), and Ritchie Blackmore (guitar). This line-up was active from 1969 to 1973 and was 

revived from 1984 to 1989 and again from 1992 to 1993.  

The band achieved more modest success in the intervening periods between 1968 and 1969 with 

the line-up including Rod Evans (lead vocals) and Nick Simper (bass, backing vocals), between 1974 

and 1976 with the line-up including David Coverdale (lead vocals) and Glenn Hughes (bass, vocals) 

(and Tommy Bolin replacing Blackmore in 1975), and between 1989 and 1992 with the line-up 

including Joe Lynn Turner (vocals). The band's line-up (currently including Ian Gillan, and guitarist 

Steve Morse from 1994) has been much more stable in recent years, although keyboardist Jon 

Lord's retirement from the band in 2002 (being succeeded by Don Airey) left Ian Paice as the only 

original Deep Purple member still in the band. 

Deep Purple are well known for their song "Smoke on the Water". It was first released on their 

1972 album Machine Head. In 2004, the song was ranked number 434 on Rolling Stone magazine's 

list of the 500 greatest songs of all time, ranked number 4 in Total Guitar magazine's Greatest 

Guitar Riffs Ever, and in March 2005, Q magazine placed "Smoke on the Water" at number 12 in 

its list of the 100 greatest guitar tracks 

Deep Purple were ranked number 22 on VH1's Greatest Artists of Hard Rock programme, and a 

poll on British radio station Planet Rock ranked them 5th among the "most influential bands ever". 

The band received the Legend Award at the 2008 World Music Awards. Deep Purple (specifically 

Blackmore, Lord, Paice, Gillan, Glover, Coverdale, Evans, and Hughes) were inducted into the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kiss 

Kiss is an American rock band formed in New York City in January 1973 by Paul Stanley, Gene 

Simmons, Peter Criss, and Ace Frehley. Well known for its members' face paint and stage outfits, 

the group rose to prominence in the mid-to-late 1970s with their elaborate live performances, 

which featured fire breathing, blood-spitting, smoking guitars, shooting rockets, levitating drum 

kits, and pyrotechnics. The band has gone through several lineup changes, with Stanley and 

Simmons being the only members to feature in every lineup. The original and best-known lineup 

consisted of Stanley (vocals and rhythm guitar), Simmons (vocals and bass), Frehley (lead guitar 

and vocals), and Criss (drums and vocals). 

With their make-up and costumes, they took on the personae of comic book-style characters: the 

Starchild (Stanley), the Demon (Simmons), the Spaceman or Space Ace (Frehley), and the Catman 

(Criss). Due to creative differences, both Criss and Frehley had departed the group by 1982. 

In 1983, Kiss began performing without makeup and costumes, thus marking the beginning of the 

band's "unmasked" era that would last for over a decade. They accordingly experienced a 

commercial resurgence, with the platinum certified album Lick It Up successfully introducing them 

to a new generation of fans, and their music videos received regular airplay on MTV. Eric Carr, who 

had replaced Criss in 1980, died in 1991 of heart cancer and was replaced by Eric Singer. In 

response to a wave of Kiss nostalgia in the mid-1990s, the original lineup re-united in 1996, which 

also saw the return of their makeup and stage costumes. The resulting Alive/Worldwide Tour was 

highly successful, grossing $143.7 million, making it their most successful tour to date.  

Criss and Frehley have both since left the band again and have been replaced by Singer and Tommy 

Thayer. The band has continued with their original stage makeup, with Singer and Thayer using 

the original Catman and Spaceman makeup, respectively. In September 2018, Kiss announced 

that, after 45 years of recording and performing, they would be embarking on their final tour, The 

End of the Road World Tour, in 2019, with the final show confirmed for July 17, 2021 in New York 

City where the band formed back in 1973, with additional shows added. 

Kiss is one of the best-selling bands of all time, having sold more than 75 million records 

worldwide, including 21 million RIAA-certified albums. Kiss also holds the title as America's #1 Gold 

record award-winning group of all time, having earned 30 Gold albums. Kiss has 14 Platinum 

albums, with three albums being multi-Platinum. On April 10, 2014, the four original members of 

Kiss were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Kiss was ranked by MTV as the ninth 

"Greatest Metal Band of All Time", and placed tenth on VH1's "100 Greatest Artists of Hard Rock" 

list, as well as being ranked as the third "Best Metal and Hard Rock Live Band of All Time" by 

Loudwire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Queen 

Queen are a British rock band formed in London in 1970. Their classic line-up was Freddie Mercury 

(lead vocals, piano), Brian May (guitar, vocals), Roger Taylor (drums, vocals) and John Deacon 

(bass). Their earliest works were influenced by progressive rock, hard rock and heavy metal, but 

the band gradually ventured into more conventional and radio-friendly works by incorporating 

further styles, such as arena rock and pop rock. 

Before forming Queen, May and Taylor had played together in the band Smile. Mercury was a fan 

of Smile and encouraged them to experiment with more elaborate stage and recording 

techniques. He joined in 1970 and suggested the name "Queen". Deacon was recruited in March 

1971, before the band released their eponymous debut album in 1973. Queen first charted in the 

UK with their second album, Queen II, in 1974. Sheer Heart Attack later that year and A Night at 

the Opera in 1975 brought them international success. The latter featured "Bohemian Rhapsody", 

which stayed at number one in the UK for nine weeks and helped popularise the music video 

format. 

The band's 1977 album News of the World contained "We Will Rock You" and "We Are the 

Champions", which have become anthems at sporting events. By the early 1980s, Queen were one 

of the biggest stadium rock bands in the world. "Another One Bites the Dust" (1980) became their 

best-selling single, while their 1981 compilation album Greatest Hits is the best-selling album in 

the UK and is certified eight times platinum in the US. Their performance at the 1985 Live Aid 

concert has been ranked among the greatest in rock history by various publications. In August 

1986, Mercury gave his last performance with Queen at Knebworth, England. In 1991, he died of 

bronchopneumonia - a complication of AIDS, and Deacon retired in 1997. Since 2004, May and 

Taylor have toured under the "Queen +" name with vocalists Paul Rodgers and Adam Lambert. 

Estimates of Queen's record sales range from 170 million to 300 million records, making them one 

of the world's best-selling music artists. In 1990, Queen received the Brit Award for Outstanding 

Contribution to British Music from the British Phonographic Industry. They were inducted into the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. Each member has composed hit singles, and all four were 

inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2003. In 2005, Queen received the Ivor Novello 

Award for Outstanding Song Collection from the British Academy of Songwriters, Composers, and 

Authors. In 2018, they were presented the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Van Halen 

Van Halen is an American rock band formed in Pasadena, California in 1972. Credited with 

"restoring hard rock to the forefront of the music scene", Van Halen is best known for their 

energetic live shows and for the work of its acclaimed lead guitarist, Eddie Van Halen.  

From 1974 until 1985, Van Halen consisted of Eddie Van Halen; Eddie's brother, drummer Alex 

Van Halen; vocalist David Lee Roth; and bassist Michael Anthony. Upon its release, the band's self-

titled debut album reached No. 19 on the Billboard pop music charts. By the early 1980s, Van 

Halen was one of the most successful rock acts of the time. The album 1984 was a success and its 

lead single, "Jump" was an international hit.  

In 1985, Van Halen replaced Roth with former Montrose lead vocalist Sammy Hagar. With Hagar, 

the group released four U.S. number-one albums over the course of 11 years (5150 in 1986, OU812 

in 1988, For Unlawful Carnal Knowledge in 1991, and Balance in 1995). Hagar left the band in 1996 

shortly before the release of the band's first greatest hits collection, Best Of – Volume I. Former 

Extreme frontman Gary Cherone replaced Hagar, remaining with the band until 1999; Van Halen 

then went on hiatus until reuniting with Hagar for a worldwide tour in 2003. The following year, 

the band released The Best of Both Worlds, its second greatest hits collection. Hagar again left Van 

Halen in 2005; in 2006, Roth returned as lead vocalist. Anthony was fired from the band in 2006 

and was replaced on bass guitar by Wolfgang Van Halen, Eddie's son. In 2012, the band released 

the commercially and critically successful A Different Kind of Truth. 

As of March 2019, Van Halen is 20th on the RIAA list of best-selling artists in the United States; the 

band has sold 56 million albums in the States and more than 80 million worldwide, making them 

one of the best-selling groups of all time. As of 2007, Van Halen was one of only five rock bands 

with two studio albums that sold more than 10 million copies in the United States. Additionally, 

Van Halen has charted 13 number-one hits in the history of Billboard's Mainstream Rock chart. 

VH1 ranked the band seventh on a list of the top 100 hard rock artists of all time. The band was 

inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AC/DC 

AC/DC are an Australian rock band formed in Sydney in 1973 by Scottish-born brothers Malcolm 

and Angus Young. Their music has been variously described as hard rock, blues rock, and heavy 

metal; however, the band themselves describe their music as simply "rock and roll". 

AC/DC underwent several line-up changes before releasing their first album, High Voltage, in 1975. 

Membership subsequently stabilised around the Young brothers, singer Bon Scott, drummer Phil 

Rudd, and bass player Mark Evans. Evans was replaced by Cliff Williams in 1977 for the album 

Powerage. In February 1980, a few months after recording the album Highway to Hell, lead singer 

and co-songwriter Bon Scott died of acute alcohol poisoning. The group considered disbanding but 

stayed together, bringing in Brian Johnson as replacement for Scott. Later that year, the band 

released their first album with Johnson, Back in Black, which they dedicated to Scott's memory. 

The album launched them to new heights of success and became one of the best selling albums of 

all time 

The band's next album, For Those About to Rock We Salute You, was their first album to reach 

number one in the United States. The band fired Phil Rudd as drummer in 1983, and Simon Wright 

filled his place until quitting in 1989, being in turn replaced by Chris Slade. The band experienced 

a commercial resurgence in the early 1990s with the release of The Razors Edge. Phil Rudd 

returned in 1994, contributing to the band's 1995 album Ballbreaker. The band's studio album 

Black Ice, released in 2008, was the second highest selling album of that year, and their biggest 

chart hit since For Those About to Rock, eventually reaching No.1 on all charts worldwide. 

The band's line-up remained the same until 2014 with Malcolm Young's retirement due to early-

onset dementia (he later died in 2017) and Rudd's legal troubles. In 2016, Johnson was advised to 

stop touring due to worsening hearing loss. Guns N' Roses front man Axl Rose stepped in as the 

band's vocalist for the remainder of that year's dates. Long-term bass player and background 

vocalist Cliff Williams retired from the band at the end of their 2016 Rock or Bust World Tour. 

Nevertheless, the group has not officially disbanded and unconfirmed reports of a new album and 

tour with the surviving Back in Black-era line up continue to circulate. 

AC/DC have sold more than 200 million records worldwide, including 71.5 million albums in the 

United States, making them the tenth highest-selling artist in the United States and the 14th best 

selling artist worldwide. Back in Black has sold an estimated 50 million units worldwide, making it 

the third highest-selling album by any artist, and the highest selling album by any band. The album 

has sold 22 million units in the US, where it is the sixth highest selling album of all time. AC/DC 

ranked fourth on VH1's list of the "100 Greatest Artists of Hard Rock" and were named the seventh 

"Greatest Heavy Metal Band of All Time" by MTV. In 2004, AC/DC ranked No. 72 on the Rolling 

Stone list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time". Producer Rick Rubin, who wrote an essay on 

the band for the Rolling Stone list, referred to AC/DC as "the greatest rock and roll band of all 

time". In 2010, VH1 ranked AC/DC number 23 in its list of the "100 Greatest Artists of All Time" 

 

 

 

 



Bon Jovi 

Bon Jovi is an American rock band formed in 1983 in Sayreville, New Jersey. It consists of singer 

Jon Bon Jovi, keyboardist David Bryan, drummer Tico Torres, guitarist Phil X, and bassist Hugh 

McDonald. Previous bassist Alec John Such was dismissed in 1994, and long-time guitarist and co-

songwriter Richie Sambora left in 2013. 

In 1984 and 1985, Bon Jovi released their first two albums and their debut single "Runaway" 

managed to crack the Top 40. In 1986, the band achieved widespread success and global 

recognition with their third album, Slippery When Wet, which sold over 20 million copies and 

included three Top 10 singles, two of which reached No. 1 "You Give Love a Bad Name" and "Livin' 

on a Prayer" Their fourth album, New Jersey (1988), was also very successful, selling over 10 

million copies and featuring five Top 10 singles, a record for a hard rock album two of which 

reached No. 1 "Bad Medicine" and "I'll Be There for You". After the band toured and recorded 

extensively during the late 1980s, culminating in the 1988–90 New Jersey Tour, Jon Bon Jovi and 

Richie Sambora released successful solo albums in 1990 and 1991, respectively. 

In 1992, the band returned with the double-platinum Keep the Faith. This was followed by their 

biggest-selling and longest-charting single "Always" (1994) and the album These Days (1995), 

which proved to be a bigger hit in Europe than in the United States, producing four Top Ten singles 

in the United Kingdom. Following a second hiatus, their 2000 album Crush, particularly the lead 

single, "It's My Life", successfully introduced the band to a younger audience. The band followed 

up with Bounce in 2002. The platinum albums Have a Nice Day (2005) and Lost Highway (2007) 

saw the band incorporate elements of country music into some of the songs, including the 2006 

single "Who Says You Can't Go Home", which won the band a Grammy Award and became the 

first single by a rock band to reach No. 1 on the country charts. The Circle (2009) marked a return 

to the band's rock sound. The band also enjoyed great success touring, with both the 2005–06 

Have a Nice Day Tour and 2007–08 Lost Highway Tour ranking among the Top 20 highest-grossing 

concert tours of the 2000s and the 2013 Because We Can Tour ranking among the highest-grossing 

of the 2010s. The band continues to tour and record, with their most recent album This House Is 

Not for Sale and its associated tour encompassing 2016–19. 

Bon Jovi has released 14 studio albums, five compilations and three live albums. They have sold 

more than 100 million records worldwide, making them one of the bestselling American rock 

bands, and performed more than 2,700 concerts in over 50 countries for more than 34 million 

fans. Bon Jovi was inducted into the UK Music Hall of Fame in 2006, and into the US Rock and Roll 

Hall Of Fame in 2018. The band received the Award of Merit at the American Music Awards in 

2004, and Jon Bon Jovi and Richie Sambora were inducted into Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guns N’ Roses 

Guns N' Roses, often abbreviated as GNR, is an American hard rock band from Los Angeles, 

California, formed in 1985. When they signed to Geffen Records in 1986, the band comprised 

vocalist Axl Rose, lead guitarist Slash, rhythm guitarist Izzy Stradlin, bassist Duff McKagan, and 

drummer Steven Adler. The current lineup consists of Rose, Slash, McKagan, keyboardist Dizzy 

Reed, guitarist Richard Fortus, drummer Frank Ferrer and keyboardist Melissa Reese. 

Guns N' Roses' debut album, Appetite for Destruction (1987), reached number one on the 

Billboard 200 a year after its release, on the strength of the Top 10 singles "Welcome to the 

Jungle", "Paradise City", and "Sweet Child o' Mine", the band's only single to reach number one 

on the Billboard Hot 100. The album has sold approximately 30 million copies worldwide, including 

18 million units in the United States, making it the country's bestselling debut album and eleventh-

bestselling album. Their next studio album, G N' R Lies (1988), reached number two on the 

Billboard 200, sold ten million copies worldwide (including five million in the U.S.), and included 

the Top 5 hit "Patience". Use Your Illusion I and Use Your Illusion II, recorded simultaneously and 

released in 1991, debuted at number two and number one on the Billboard 200 respectively and 

have sold a combined 35 million copies worldwide, including 14 million units in the United States. 

The Illusion albums included the lead single "You Could Be Mine" (also featured in the film 

soundtrack for Terminator 2), covers of "Live and Let Die" and "Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door", and 

a trilogy of ballads ("Don't Cry", "November Rain", and "Estranged"), which featured notably high-

budget music videos. The Illusion records were also supported by the extensive Use Your Illusion 

Tour, a world tour that lasted from 1991-1993. "The Spaghetti Incident?" (1993), an album of 

covers, was the band's last studio album to feature Slash and McKagan before their initial 

departure. 

Work on a follow up album stalled due to creative differences between band members; by 1998 

only Rose and Reed remained from the Illusion-era line up. After a decade of work and several line 

up changes, Guns N' Roses's long-awaited sixth studio album Chinese Democracy (2008), was 

released. At an estimated $14 million in production costs, it is the most expensive rock album in 

history. It debuted at number three on the Billboard 200, but undersold industry expectations 

despite mostly positive critical reception. Slash and McKagan re-joined the band in 2016 for the 

Not in This Lifetime... Tour, which became the third-highest-grossing concert tour on record, 

grossing over $584 million by its conclusion in 2019. 

In their early years, the band's hedonism and rebelliousness drew comparisons to the early Rolling 

Stones and earned them the nickname "the most dangerous band in the world." The band's classic 

line up, along with later members Reed and drummer Matt Sorum, was inducted into the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame in 2012, its first year of eligibility. Guns N' Roses have sold more than 100 

million records worldwide, including 45 million in the United States, making them the 41st-

bestselling artist in history. 

 

 

 

 



Music - General Year 12                                                                                Name:_______________ 

Assessment Task 3 – Unit 3 

Assessment Type: Cultural Investigation and Historic Analysis Test 

Formal test including analysis and short answer questions based on general cultural and historic 

features, development of rock and popular music through 1960 – 2000 genre/era, key 

composers/artists and musical characteristics. 

Conditions 

When: Semester 1 Week 11 

Time for the task: 100 minutes 

Task Weighting 

8% of the total school mark for this pair of units 

 

1) Define rock music. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                             / 5 marks 

 

2) Where did rock music originate from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /4 marks 

 

3)  During the early 1960s Chubby Checker popularised what dance move and to which song? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 



4) List the instruments commonly used in a rock band.  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /5 marks 

 

5) Under contractual reasons The Monkees were not allowed to do what?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

6) What are the three primary chords (I, IV & V) in the key of A major? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /3 marks 

 

7) In 1964 The Beatles lead what invasion and to where? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

8) Name the four members of The Beatles. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /4 marks 

 

9) In 1963 The Beach Boys sound was labelled as the "California Sound".  How did their sound get 

this name? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

 



10) What did Kiss do differently in their live shows that set them apart from other rock bands?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

11) What is Van Halen best known for? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________                                                

                                                                                                                                                 /2 marks 

 

12) How successful was AC/DC’s album Back in Black? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /3 marks 

 

13)  What is the time signature for the song “Help” by The Beatles and how many beats should 

there be in every bar? 

_______________________________________________________________________________                           

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

14) Which two songs from Bon Jovi’s 1988 New Jersey album reached number one on the music 

charts?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

 

15) Name three top 10 songs from the Guns N' Roses' debut album, Appetite for Destruction 

(1987)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                              /2 marks 

                                                                                                                                          Total marks           /42 



  

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                       

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 


